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Abstract: In the Tang and Yuan Dynasties, there were
missionaries who brought Christianity into China. Since they
did not spend much time to master the language, they left
behind few written works. Neither did they pay much attention
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to local vocations. When missionaries could no longer come to
China, Christianity began to wane and eventually disappeared
in China. Towards the end of the Ming Dynasty, Jesuits headed
by Alexander Valignano understood the importance of culture,
language and the written word, and started from there. Michele
Ruggieri was the pioneer. His book The True Exposition of the
Lord of Heaven became the medium of contact between the
Chinese and Christianity. He was followed by Matteo Ricci
whose abundant writings brought the essentials of Christianity
to the Chinese people. Moreover, the introduction of Western
science, music and art aroused the interest of intellectuals. They
loved to become his friends. They helped him translate and polish
his writings so that they would be more acceptable. Even during
the period of suppression when missionaries could hardly enter
China, Christianity continued to spread through writing. Twelve
of Ricci’s works were included in the famous imperial collection
Complete Library in Four Sections. Six of these writings are
related to faith and morals. Ricci’s strategy of “hostility towards
Buddhism and complementarity to Confucianism” was limited
by the understanding of his time and did not open the door of
religious dialogue. His acceptance of Confucianism, however,
did help the inculturation of Christianity. As the Provincial
Superior of the Jesuits in China, Ricci promoted and accepted
local vocations. The Chinese Jesuits received by him helped the
missionaries in the work of evangelization, and Christianity then

took root in the Chinese soil and never disappeared again.
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