Editor’s note: an open letter said to be written by the entire clergy of Cangzhou (Xianxian)
diocese in Hebei came to our attention on August 14, 2018. The document is being circulated in
Mainland China. We have not yet been able to verify the authenticity of the letter. But it raises
issues that merit attention. We therefore decide to publish the document and share it with our
readers.

OPEN LETTER

Honourable Officials of the United Front Department and of the Religious Affairs Administration:
Greetings!

Following the ongoing development of the reform and liberalization, the policy of
religious freedom has been constantly implemented and citizens really enjoy the progress of
the nation and social improvement. However, regarding the actions recently carried out by the
two official organs in our churches, we feel deeply shocked, displeased and unsatisfied.
Therefore, we the entire clergy (of Cangzhou Diocese) hope that the leaders of the two organs
could explain and clarify as soon as possible the following questions in order to eliminate any
misunderstanding and enable us to realistically work for our mother country.

A. The Catholic Church is a legal body; the churches and all their properties enjoy legal
protection, and all the clergy of the Cangzhou Diocese is officially recognized by the State. Why,
without consulting the Bishop, the priests and parish communities, has the national flag been
hastily hoisted in our churches?

1. Having consulted the “Law on the National Flag”, we find no provision stating that the
churches must hoist the national flag. The Law on the National Flag stipulates that some
institutions which represent the State must hoist the flag, but, besides them, other places only
“in circumstances when conditions allow should or can hoist the national flag”. Therefore, we
feel that the forced and hasty hoisting of the national flag in churches is inappropriate and
contradicts the spirit of the Law on the National Flag.

2. The clearest symbol of state organs is the national flag. The clearest symbol of the Church
is traditionally the cross. If things are mixed up, there is no separation between State and
Religion, and no clear distinction.

3. Please explain: What is the meaning of hoisting the national flag in the church?



B. The Catholic Church is a legal body; the churches and all their properties enjoy legal
protection, and all the clergy of the Cangzhou Diocese is officially recognized by the State. Why,
without consulting the Bishop, the priests and parish communities, have you put up rules and
systems you have devised in churches?

The church is a sacred place where the faithful perform religious ceremonies, not a
place for propagating religious policy and rules. The church enjoys legal protection: any
material or information that does not correspond to the content of our faith is not allowed to
be posted or hung up in churches.

C. The Catholic Church is a legal body; the churches and all their properties enjoy legal
protection, and all the clergy of the Cangzhou Diocese is officially recognized by the State. Why,
without consulting the Bishop, the priests and parish communities, has the “Guiding Committee
stationed in the church” been hastily established?

1. The church is the most sacred, and a legal place for religious activities. Except the faithful
and the administrators of the church, no individual or committee—without the church’s
permission—has the authority to station in the church.

2. According to laws and regulations, as well as to the principle of separation between State
and Religion, the Church is not an organ of the State, but a religious body. The Government has
no right to insert in the Diocesan community its own organization. The Church, as far as faith
and internal affairs are concerned, has autonomy; other authorities or individuals cannot
interfere. For this reason, it is not appropriate to establish the so called “Guiding Committee
stationed in the church”.

We invite the leaders concerned to examine the issues and opinions we have raised and
give us the answer.

All the clergy of Cangzhou Diocese
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