Pope readmits 8 Chinese
Bishops to full ecclesial

communion

On the day a Provisional Agreement on the Appointment of Bishops is
signed by the Holy See and China, Pope Francis decides to readmit
into full ecclesial communion eight Chinese Bishops ordained without
the Pontifical Mandate.

Briefing Note

about the Catholic Church in China
With a view to sustaining the proclamation of the Gospel in China, the Holy Father
Pope Francis has decided to readmit to full ecclesial communion the remaining
“official” Bishops, ordained without Pontifical Mandate: H.E. Mgr Joseph Guo Jincai,
H.E. Mgr Joseph Huang Bingzhang, H.E. Mgr Paul Lei Shiyin, H.E. Mgr Joseph Liu
Xinhong, H.E. Mgr Joseph Ma Yinglin, H.E. Mgr Joseph Yue Fusheng, H.E. Mgr
Vincent Zhan Silu and H.E. Mgr Anthony Tu Shihua, OFM (who, before his death on

4™ January 2017, had expressed the desire to be reconciled with the Apostolic See).

Pope Francis hopes that, with these decisions, a new process may begin that will
allow the wounds of the past to be overcome, leading to the full communion of all
Chinese Catholics.

The Catholic Community in China is called to live a more fraternal collaboration, in
order to promote with renewed commitment the proclamation of the Gospel. In fact,
the Church exists to give witness to Jesus Christ and to the forgiving and salvific love

of the Father.



