
Bishop of Hong Kong passes 

away at 73 

Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung was highly educated and dedicated much 

of his life to the welfare agency Caritas 

 

Hong Kong Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung passed away on Jan. 3. He served his episcopacy for 

less than one and half year. The photo is taken during his installation as bishop in August 2017. 
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Hong Kong Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung died on Jan. 3, after serving his 

episcopacy for less than 18 months, at the age of 73. 

Father Joseph Ha Chi-shing, auxiliary bishop of Hong Kong, told the media that the 

diocese was particularly saddened because the condition of Bishop Yeung had been 

described as stable only a few hours before his passing. 

He also thanked the media for their attention and the prayers of the believers for the 

bishop. 

The diocese informed the Holy See. 

And according to the Cannon Law, an administrator would be elected by the Board of 

Diocese consultors as soon as possible. 

The Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong issued a media statement describing the cause of 

death as liver failure. 

Bishop Yeung's funeral arrangements would be detailed in a public statement when 

finalized. 

Senior church officials of the diocese, including Vicar General Dominic Chan Chi-ming, 

Vicar General Peter Choy Wai-man, Vicar General Benedict Lam Cho-ming, and 

Chancellor Lawrence Lee Len, had visited him in hospital. 

Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiu and Cardinal John Tong Hon also attended. 

It was reported that the Holy See had started arranging consultations to find a successor 

for Bishop Yeung. 



 

Hong Kong Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung died of liver failure. (ucanews.com photo) 

  

According to sources, candidates include two current vicar generals, Father Choy 

Wai-man and Father Lam Cho-ming, and two other candidates who are Jesuits. 

There have been media reports that Axiliary Bishop Ha was likely to be appointed as the 

administrator, but that this might not be welcomed by China's Communist government. 
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Bishop Yeung was born in Shanghai in Dec. 1945. He was ordained in Hong Kong in Jun. 

1978 and became bishop in Aug. 2017. 

He served in Caritas-Hong Kong for many years. 

In 1978, Bishop Yeung received a Bachelor of Theology from Rome Pontificia Universitas 

Urbaniana. He later continued his studies and obtained a master's degree in 

communications from U.S Syracuse University and a master's degree in education from 

Harvard University. 

He also received an honorary doctorate in Social Science from the Open University of 

Hong Kong and an honorary doctorate from the Australian Catholic University. 

He was a prelate of the Order of Malta Hong Kong and a lecturer of Hong Kong Holy Spirit 

Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy.  

 


