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I. UNITED FRONT

The original meaning of United Front is based on the words
of Lenin, that one should unify lesser enemies in order to strug-
gle against the most important enemy. However, according to the
"Handbook of Political General Knowledge,"(1l) the United Front
has developed with the times and accordingly, in China its prac-
tical direction and meaning have changed.

1. During the Neo-Democratic Revolutionary times (from May 4th Move-
ment - 1919 - until the establishment of the Peoples Republic
of China) the function of the United Front was mainly to
unite the workers and peasants to overthrow the forces of im-
perialism, feudalism, bureaucratism, and establish the People's
Republic of China.

2. During the era of socialism (from the establishment of the PRC
until the present ) the United Front's function has been to
promote the building up of the socialist revolution, relying
on the dictatorship of the proletariat. Especially at present
during this new historical era which concentrates on carrying
out the Four Modernizations, the United Front works to move
all positive elements, unify all possible strengths and to
change negative elements to positive ones. In addition, it
has the task of uniting political affairs, strengthening the
socialist legal system, contributing in the effort to build up
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the Four Modernizations, and completing the unification of
the country.
The Chinese Peoples' Political Consultative Committee is
an organization of the United Front.

IT. BUREAU OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

After the establishment of the PRC, the Department of
Religious Affairs was set up to carry out the work of the United
Front. It was under the jurisdiction of the Cultural Affairs
Committee of the Political Council. After the Political Council
was reorganized in 1954, the Department of Religious Affairs was
expanded to become the Bureau of Religious Affairs, a government
department directly under the control of the State Council. It
was placed under the supervision and guidance of the Central
Committee of the United Front.

The Bureau of Religious Affairs is the executor of reli-
gious policies of the PRC Central Government. Its functions were
outlined by the Bureau's Director, Xiao Xianfa in a speech on
Religious Policy given on 8th April of last year,(2) and in an
article published in the People's Daily on 1l4th June, 1980. Xiao
point out that, in the present new era of the Four Modernizations,
the Bureau's functions are as follows:

1. In accord with the work of the United Front, on the one hand
to put into good order organizations of religious works, and
on the other hand to revitalize already existing religious
groups, in order to have organized guidance and planned ex-
pansion of religious activities.

2. To rectify the calumny, hypocrisy and mistakes in the reli-
gious field which were manufactured during the time of Lin
Biao and the Gang of Four.

3. To promulgate the principle that the citizens have the
"freedom to believe" and the "freedom not to believe" accord-
ing to the religious policies of the constitution of the PRC.

. To renovate and re-open some churches and temples.

. To protect world peace, oppose hegemonism, and motivate reli-
gious persons to contribute their efforts to the Four Moderni-
zations.
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I711. CHINESE CATHOLIC PATRIOTIC ASSOCIATION

The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, the Chinese
Buddhist Association, the Chinese Taoist Association, the Chinese
Islamic Associatiocn, and the Chinese Christian Three-Self Patri-
otic Movement all belong to the national organization of reli-
gious bodies. According to article 2 of the Constitution of the
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Assoclation, it is "an association
made up of the masses of the Chinese Catholic clergy and laity
who love their country and their religion. The goals are: i) to
unite the entire country's clergy and laity under the leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party and the government of the Pecple's
Republic of China, i1i) to extend the spirit of patriotism, iii)
to observe the government policies and decrees regarding reli-
gion, iv) to actively participate in our country's socialist re-
construction, v) to increase friendly relations with internaticn-
al Catholic groups, vi) to oppose imperialism and hegemonism, vii)
to safeguard world peace, and viii) to assist the government to
implement the policy of religious freedom."(3)

The Third Assembly of the Catholic Representatives Con-
ference of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Assoclation ended in
Beijing on 20th May, 1980. During the nine-day meeting, the
participating delegates summarized previous work, amended the
constitution, and elected a chairman, vice-chairmen, secretary and
other officers. "Studies on Chinese Communism” Vol. 14, no. 8
introduces the officers as folliows:

CHAIRMAN:- Bishop Joseph Zong Huaide, 64, of province of Shandcng;

~  ordained priest in 1943; Apostolic Administrator of
diocese of Zhoucun, Shandong 1949-1958; consecrated
bishop of Zhoucun, Shandong in 1958; presently Bishop
of Jinan, Shandong.

VICE-CHAIRMEN:- Bishop Luls Zhang Giashu, 89, of Shanghail; studied

Theology and Philosophy in England; ordained pries in
1923; consecrated bishop of Shanghai in 1960.

- Bishop Joseph Li Depei, 80, of Tianjin; ordained priest
of the Tianjin diocese in 1925; consecrated bishop of
Tianjin in 1963; Vice-chairman of the first and second
administrative committees of Chinese Catholic Patriotic
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Association.

- Mr. Cao Daosheng, layman, 81, of Shanshi province;
Vice-chairman of the first and second administrative
committees of Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association.

- Bishop Michael Yang Gaojian, 67, of Hunan province;
ordained priest in 1938; Vice-rector of the minor
seminary, diocese of Changde, Hunan; consecrated Bishop
of Changde, Hunan in 1958; presently Vice-secretary of
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association.

- Bishop Anthony Tu Shihua, 62, of Hubeil province; grduat-
ed from Fujen University (Depu of Physics) in 1949;
Rector of the major seminary of Hubei-Hunan provinces;
ordained Bishop of Hanyang, Hubel in 1959.

- Bishop Michael Fu Tieshan, 49, of Hubei province; enter-
ed Beljing seminary in 1941; ordained priest in 1956;
consecrated bishop of Beijing in 1979.

- Rev. Matthias Wang Liangzuo, 61, of Sichuan province;
entered seminary in 1930C; ordained priest in 1948;
Vice-chairman of the first and second administrative
committees of Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association.

- Mr. Joseph Tang Ludac, layman, 6S, of province of
Kiangsu; Vice-chairman of Shanghai Catholic Patriotic
Association; Vice-secretary of Chinese Catholic Patri-
otic Association in 1957 and Secretary General in 1962,

SECRETARY GENERAL:- Mr. Joseph Tang ILudao.

The total number of the Council members is 118 and members
of the Standing Committee 48.(4)

According to the Constitution, the Catholic Representatives
Conference is the highest body of the Association. It meets
every four years and has the power tc enact and amend the Consti-
tution of the Association, to receive and examine the work report
of the Administrative Council. The Administrative Council meets
every two years, and the Standing Committee once yearly.(5) The
Association's address is : Western City District, no. 14, Liuyin
St., Beijing.

IV. CHINESE CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE




The role of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association is
to be a bridge between the Church and the govermment. The Chinese
Catholic Religious Affairs Committee 1s the organization respon-
sible for the internal affairs of the Catholic Church.

As stated in article 2 of the Constitution of the Chinese
Catholic Religious Affairs Committee the goals of the committee
are: "to continue and to develop the traditional spirit of Jesus
Christ in establishing His Church and the mission of His Apostles
according to the Bible: to promote the endeavor of glorifying God
and saving souls; to lead the clergy and laity to observe God's
Commandments; to uphold the principles of independence, self-
governance, and democratic administration; to deliberate and de-
cide major questions of church affairs; to manage the Chinese
Catholic Church satisfactorily."(6)

The Chinese Catholic Representatives Conference is the
highest organization of the Chinese Catholic Religious Affairs
Committee. It held a meeting from 31st May to 2nd June, 1980.

It drew up the Constitution of the Committee and established the

Chinese Bishops Conference. It elected officers of the Chinese

Catholic Affairs Committee as follows:

CHAIRMAN: Bp. Zhang Glashu

VICE-CHAIRMEN: Bp. Yang Gaojian; Bp. Wang Xueming; Bp. Zong
Huaide; Bp. Li Depel; Bp. Fu Tieshan; Bp. Chang
Shouyi; Bp. Duan Yinming; Bp. Tu Shihua; Bp.
Lin Quan; Mr. Xu Zhenjiang; Mr. Guo Zhong; Mr.
Lo Weidou

SECRETARY : Bp. Yang Gaojian

The total number of the committee members is 105 and
members of the Standing Committee 52.(7)

The constitution requires that the Catholic Representatives
Conference meet every 4 years, the Administrative Council every
2 years, and the Standing Committee once a year.(8) Names of the
members of the Chinese Bishops Conference are:
CHAIRMAN: Bp. Zhang Giashu
VICE-CHAIRMEN: Bp. Wang Xueming; Bp. Yang Gaojian; Bp. Dong
Shiging; Bp. Tu Shihua; Bp. Fu Tieshan; Bp. Qian
Yurong.
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SECRETARY : Bishop Yang Gaojian

The total number of members of the Conference is 33.(9)

NOTES:

(1) "Handbook of Political General Knowledge," Nanking Teachers
Training College, Department of Political Science, (ed).
Published by China Youth, Beijing, 1980.

(2) Speech of Xiao Xianfa, given at Fourth Meeting of Representa-
tives of Islamic Religion, NCNA, Beijin, 9th April, 1980.

(3) "Catholic Church 4in China," published by Chinese Catholic

Patriotic Association and Chinese Catholic Religious Affairs

Committee, Vol. 1, 1980, p. 19.

"Studies on Chinese Communism,” Vol. 14, no. 8, 1980, p.p.

130-131.

"Catholic Church in China,” Vol. 1, 1980, p. 19.

Ibid., p. 51.

Ibid., p.p. 54-55.

Ibid., p. 51.

Ibid., p.55.
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