DELEGATION OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON
RELIGION AND PEACE VISITS BEIJING

by Angelo Se. Lazzarotto

Beijing was the first of five world capitals visited in early May
1982 by a ten people delegation of religious representatives, to appeal
for a ban on nuclear weapons and a call to total disarmament.

This peace mission was promoted by the World Conflerence on Religion
and Peace (WCRP) in preparation for the Second U.N. Special Session on
Disarmament, which has been convened for 7th June - 9th July 1982. The
WCRP, whose president is the Catholic Archbishop of New Delhi, Msgr.
Angelo Fernandes, was established by prominent representatives of the
major religious traditicns as a common endeavour to promote world peace.
The Conference has a consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations (ECSOC) and has worked since its foundation
in 1970 to uphold human rights, integral human development, harmony with
the environment and disarmament.

After his talks with government representatives and with leaders of
the major Chinese religious groups in Beijing, Archbishop Fernandes said
that he was greatly encouraged to pursue the difficult tasks with which
WCRP is engaged.

The WCRP delegation included a Muslim from Pakistan, Mr. A.K. Brohi,
Rector of the Islamic Unlversity of Islamabad; a Sikh from Singapore, Mr,
Mehervan Singh; two Shintoists from Japan, Rev. Toshio Miyake and Rev.
Yasuyoshi Sakata; two Christians from U.S.A., Dr. Dana McLean Greeley and
Dr. Homer A. Jack; an Anglican from the U.K., Rev. C. Gordon Wilson; a
Buddhist leader from Japan, Rev. Nikkyo Niwano; and a Christian expert
also from Japan, Prof. Yoshiakil Iisaka.

The visit to China was made possible by the previous participation
of 10 Chinese representatives to the third World Assembly of WCRP, held
in Princeton, N.J. (U.S.A.) in 1979, on "Religion in the struggle for world
community". On that occasion, Mr. Zhao Puchu, a prominent Buddhist lay
leader and the President of the Buddhist Association of China, was elected
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a Vice President of WCRP. The WCRP delegation to Beijing was the guest

of Mr. Zhao Puchu, in cocperation with leaders of the other religious
groups of China, Muslim, Taoist, Catholic and Protestant. In the meetings
held with the leaders of these religious groups, the WCRP delegates were
able to explain how people of different religious beliefs all over the
world are uniting to press the national governments, particularly those of
the nuclear powers, to place the basic issue of saving mankind from total
destruction above the particular interests of each nation. The role of
religion in advocating peace and disarmament in the present international
situation was discussed at length. Mr. A.K. Brohi reminded the audience
that the superpowers can destory the whole human race: "What can we, as
religious people, do in the circumstances? It is time that humanity
realizes that relying on nuclear weapons and their use is wrong. Peace
today is indivisible: all have peace or all disappear".

The WCRP delegation was given the opportunity to discuss this
important issue also with top government officials in Beijing. The reli-
gious delegates were received in the Great People's Hall, where they held
extensive talks with Mr. Kang Maozhao, Ambassador of the People's
Republic of China to the Furopean Economic Community and leader of the
Chinese Delegation to the forthcoming Second U.N. Special Session.
Ambassador Kang told the delegates: "I feel excited to find such common
language with Non-Governmental Organizations and religionists in
recognizing the serious nature of nuclear war and the nuclear threat'.

He said that he was looking forward to work together with WCRP towards the
same goal during the forthcoming U.N. Session. Mr. Kang showed particular
interest in the initiatives taken by WCRP in view of the five week U.N.
Special Session. An Appeal to the Delegates from the 157 Nations taking
part in the Special Session is belng signed by religious leaders and
people concerned all over the world. The special Committee of the Non-
Governmental Organizations on Disarmament, at the U.N. Headquarters in New
York, has -Dr. Homer A. Jack, Secretary General of WCRP as its elected
Chairman.

The WCRP mission was also received, in the Great Pecple's Hall, by
Mr. Ji Pengfei, a member of the State Council. Mr. Ji Pengfei explained
to the delegates the view of the Chinese government on peace and disarma-
ment and the role that China intends to play at the U.N. Special Session.
WCRP Honorary President Nikkyo Niwano presented the impact that the
bombing of Hiroshima had on creating the present strong public opinion of
the Japanese people against any use of atomic weapons. Archbishop Angelo
Fernandes presented to Mr. Ji Pengfei a four-point programme elaborated
by WCRP, to lessen the arms race and the world-wide fear of nuclear
holocaust. While WCRP recognizes that there are many important measures



which are being advocated to the Special Session, the following were
suggested as most urgent to bring about a universal breakthrough in the

stalemate of current disarmament negotiations:

1. The U.N. Special Session should set in motion the drafting of a
convention making the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons a crime
against humanity.

2. The Special Session should ask the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. to
announce an immediate freeze in their current nuclear arsenals as an
effective first step for nuclear disarmament, including signing a treaty
banning all nuclear weapons tests, and leading to deep cuts in nuclear
stockpiles towards general and complete disarmament.

3. The Second Special Session should adopt a U.N.-related World
Disarmament Campaign to spread universal education for disarmament,
through the signature of disarmament positions - as was so successfully
done in Japan - and the widespread use of schools and the media for
disarmament. -

4. The Special Session should urge all States to transfer immedi-
ately a portion of their budgets allocated to armaments to development
projects, especially in emerging countries. Development and disarmament
are closely interrelated, and the world is imperiled by the catastrophe
of poverty as well as of weapons.

In conclusion, Archbishop Fernandes expressed the hope that the
Second Special Session of the U.N. would mark a breakthrough for mankind
beyond the present nuclear impasse. Mr. Ji Pengfel concurred that this
was a good hope and that the Chinese government could work together for
its realization.

Commenting afterwards on his visit to China, Archbishop Fernandes,
who has been involved with the disarmament issue since the foundation of
the World Conference on Religion and Peace some 12 years ago, said that he
found the position of the Chinese leaders in broad agreement with the stand
taken by religious representatives all over the world. He sees a great
role for the world religions in defending mankind from this threat of
destruction and in educating public opinion on the close inter-relation
of the growth of developing nations and the end of the arms race.

Before leaving China, Archbishop Fernandes visited Nanjing and
Shanghai, where he met with the leaders of the different religious groups,
discussing with them these same issues.
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