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Redistricting of

Wanxian Diocese in Sichuan
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Wanxian Diocese in Sichuan has
been subjected to redistricting,
making it conform to civil adminis-
trative boundaries. The new arrange-
ment adds 11 towns to the two
municipalities of Wanxlan and Daxian,
greatly expanding diocesan juris-
diction there. The move became
effective in June 1984.

The newly-formed diocese will
now serve Wanxian County, including
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Wanxian, Zhongxian, Liangping,
Kaixian, Yunyang, Fengjie, Wushan,
Wuxi, and Chengkou; and Daxian,
Quxian, Dazhu, Lingshui, Kaijiang,
Pingchang, Tongjiang, Nanjiang,
Bazhong and Wanyuan of Daxian County,
a total of 21 Xian-towns.

At present there are only ten
priests in the whole diccese. Their
ages range from 60 to 80 and above.
How these pastors will be able to
serve such a vast area is a problem
with no ready solution. It is a
case of "the harvest is rich but the
labourers are few." Further, Wanxian
Diocese has only one candidate study-
ing at the Sichuan Catholic Seminary,
and he is six to seven years away
from ordination.

Bishop Duan Yinming ( BB ),
who at 75 has pastoral responsibility
for such large numbers of Christians,
is now at work readying many churches
for reopening.

The Miaoyucao Catholic Church
( BFEuXftm ) in Wushan, along
with churches in Fengjie, Wushan and
Wanyuan are under repailr, and renova-
tion work is being carried out in
eleven cities in Daxian.

Bishop Duan has also delegated
Fr. Zheng Zhonghai ( #dBm ) to
design and construct a new church in
Liangping. Local christians here
are showing signs of new vituality,
and are giving their full support to
the project.
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The New Domain of Wanxian Diocese

s BT s



