Philippine Catholic Primate, Jaime Cardinal Sin, completed an 11-
day visit to China on November 6, 1984, Cardinal Sin had been invited
by the Chinese Peoples Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
He arrived in Beijing on October 27 with an entourage of eleven people,
including six priests.

Upon arrival at the Beljing airport, Cardinal Sin announced that
the purpose of his visit was "to learn and to admire." He disclaimed
speculation that he had a special mission to help heal the rift between
the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Assoclation and the Vatican, according to
local reporters.

However, Cardinal Sin did visit and meet with Bishop Michael Fu
Tieshan of Beijing in that city's Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
The two prelates knelt in the church and prayed the Lord's Prayer together
in Latin. They then held a 40-minute private conversation. The subject
of reconciliation between the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and
the Vatican repértedly did not come up.

At the Cathedral many of the faithful knelt to kiss the Cardinal's
ring or held their babies aloft to receive the Cardinal's blessing.
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While in China, Cardinal Sin also met with many Chinese government
officials, including members of the staff of the Bureau of Religious
Affairs, which is the government organization supervising all of China's
religions.

His trip alsoc took on the nature of a personal pilgrimage. He
visited Xiamen in Fujian Province, the birthplace of his father. The
Cardinal's father had emigrated to the Philippines in the early part of
this century, and there met and married the Cardinal’'s Filipina mother.
While in Xiamen, Cardinal Sin met a sister-in-law, his nieces and nephews
whom he had never seen before.

Besides historical sites like the Great Wall, Cardinal Sin also
visited places of Catholic interest, such as the national seminary in
Beijing and the tomb of Matteo Riceci, the famous Jesuit missionary of
the late Ming dynasty.

In addition to Beijing and Xiamen, Cardinal Sin alsc spent a few
days in Shanghai. Since Shanghai and Manila are sister-cities, Shanghai
Mayor Wang Daohan invited the Cardinal and his group to a formal banquet.
From Shanghai they returned to Hong Kong.

While in China, Cardinal Sin was called upon to deliver formal
addresses to various kinds of audiences. Here we give the full text of
the Cardinal's speech to government officials and members of the Friend-
ship Association upon his arrival in Beijing.

Thanks to the Lnvitation and cordiality of the
Assocdation forn Friendship with Forelgn Countires, my Lige-
Long cherndished drneam to neturn to the Land and of my father
has been fulgilled today. As you know, my gather was born
in Fujian Province. He joined An his youth the Hua Qiao of
Nanyang and settled in the Philippines. 1 am the child of
his maiage with a Filipina grom the South. As a dutigul
and happy son, 1 say to all of you ... Thank you.

I have come to learn

One of my compatriots, named Mariano Ponce, who £ived
An Yohkohama with Drn. Sun Yat-Sen has written Lin his bilo-
ghaphy, "1 have heard many times Sun Yat-Sen tell groups of
Aslan students: 'Let us get to know one another, and we wifl
Love each othen mone'." Duwiing This visit to your wonder-
pul country, 1 intend to follow Literally this advice of

—51 —



Dn. Sun Yat-Sen. Understanding and acceptance of owr mutual
difgerences can resclve many conglicts and pave the way fon
enduring and constructing relationships fon the benefit o4
all.

I have come to admire

Everybody can see, just by Looking at my face, that
thene 45 Chinese blood in my veins. ALso T hope that every-
body can see everything that is in my heart; that affection
1 feel gon the Chinese People, a hard wonking people that
has obtained admirable achievements through patient and
persevering capacity for work and personal as well as cof-
Lective self-discipline; thaits grom which we have much to
Learn - my sdincere admiration gorn all the positive efforts
yowr Government L8 making towards, "soclalist moderndization
on the basis of national stability, unity, democracy and
the nule of Law." Chaitrman Deng Xiaoping has stated
dwiing the magnigicent parade held here on October 15t and
which 1T watched on fLelevision 4n Manila: "We stand §iumly
fon the maintenance ¢f workd peace, 4or the relaxation of
international tension and for the reduction of aumaments. ..
China will nemain open to the ocutside world..." Indeed a
great Leadern not only of China but a world Leader. We
find ournselves in pergect agreement with these wishes.

Objectives of My trip

You have a rnight to know what are my desines and ex-
pectations as 1 come to you.

a) Beginning o4 a diafogue between culture and Church,
Church and Government. Specifically, T would want This visit
fo be, on my parnt, the beginning of a diafogue. Like Mattec
Riced, a man China hespects and admines, 1 would Love to help
in establishing between the Chutrch and Chinese culture a
bridge which s2t40L appears s0lid and safe, despite the mis-
understandings and difgiculiies which have taken place Ln
the past. 1 am convinced that the Church can direct Ltself
without fear toward this route with Lts gaze twwed Lo the
puture.

We can have faith that the obstacles can be removed
and that an appropriate way and adequate structures wilf be
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found to nesume diafogue and keep Lt constantly open. In
this way all the Chinese faithful will feel at ease both Ain
the national community and 4n the Church as well. We are
sure that this will also be to the advantage of the entire
Chinese nation, which the Church deeply esteems and Loves.

b) To offer my services for the good of China. Due
petrthaps to Tthe mixture of my Chinese ancesthy and hoois,
the Filipino thait and practice of hospitality and the
univernsal Love tenets of my Catholic Faith £t is my deep
conviction to consdden that "within the gour seas all men
are brothens", to make friends everywhere and with all.
Without menit of mine allow me to tell you that 1 find my-
self with gniends - Low and mighty - in Asdia, the Americas,
in Euwnope, 4n the Church, in the civic sphere. Nothing
would give me greaten satisfaction than that you considen
me anothen bridge of griendship. Anen'zt the FOUR SEAS but
ONE HOME?

In this spinit, 1
have requested to meet my
blood relatives and make
personal contact with them.

it \/_f:)_> I would Love to meet my

i é s brothens in my religion and

v gaith. Finally 1 would be
very ghatequl 4§ 1 might be
allowed to personally gheet
and converse Ln griendship
with vardious Leaders of your
Government.

In summary, therefore

As a Fllipino - a
cltizen of a thind workd
countrhy (your centuries-~Long
grilendly neighbon), as a Fili-
pino of Chinese ancestry with
a bLood nelationship of the
Chinese people, as the Anch-
bishop of Manila and a Carn-
dinal of the Cathofic Church,
I am your grateful gfriend.
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I offer my humble services Zo you. Please, tell me what 1
can do gor you to repay Zhis gheat gift of your Lnvitation
to me and my associates.

I thank you all.

Space does not permit us to print in full all of the Cardinal's
formal addresses. What follows is a random sampling of quotations from
his original texts that show his sincere concern for warm, friendly re-
lationships between the people of China and the Philippines.

In his address to members of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Cardinal Sin dwelt on the virtues of traditional Chinese humanism, and
pointed out the common ground it has with Christian humanism. Bringing
the topic up to the present day, the Cardinal said:

1t 45 my humbfe opinion that the effonts your Leaders
are making to provide for allf the basic needs of your com-
patriots through the Four Modernizations, thein detenmination
to become a power committed to peace and harmony among all
nations, theirn rejection of all abuses associated with the
s0-called Cultuwral Revolution - are measures that do not
only neglect the soclalist ideology but which emanate grom
the sached imperatives of Chinese humanism. In such a §iam
commitment to the good of all humanity, China §inds company
with those who practice Chrnistian humanism with Lt5 Atness
on Love, peace and unity.

To a civic audience, Cardinal Sin stressed the contributions made
by Chinese Immigrants over the centuries to Philippine national develop-
ment.

Suffice ££ for me to mention only a few examples taken
grom oun earky hisitony. From the Chinese, the FLlipinos
Learned more efficient procedures forn extracting sugat.
Chinese aghicultunists ftaught us more efficient farming
methods. New techniques Ln mining, metallurgy and weaponity
were taught us by Chinese expernts. Through their activities
in the netall thade gfielfd, Chinese merchants wene able to
extend needed financial credit to our citizens. Ourn Lan-
gauge has been enriched by many words derived grom Chinese.

The Cardinal also mentlioned that, as a way of returning the favor,
many of the one million Hua Qiao (people of Chinese nationality) living
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in the Philippines would like to become involved in China's modernization
program.

In an address to students of religion and theology, the Cardinal
spoke of the relationship between local churches and the universal church.

But every Local church, sdince Lt cannot fully realdize
the total mystery of the Body o4 Chrnist, is necessarily
Limited. Tt must reach out to all the othern Local churches
where the Christ-Lige 48 present through faith and baptism.
In this way, the communion of churches L5 achieved and con-
stantly extended and renewed especiafly in the Eucharist.

The ginmest exphession of this communion of Locak
chunches 45 An the collegiality of the episcopacy Zhrough-
out the catholic unitas. The Bishop, whose ministry 48 that
04 unity An the church, represents his own Local church
within the communion of bishops of all the othen Local
churches who are una cum et sub Petrhd successore.

This Petrine ministhy 48 above all a service of
undty and Love. 1t 48 not there fo suppress the proper
charisms and expressions of the Local church, but rathenr
to fosten hen Life and development in the fullness of
Chnistian existence. It is a Petrine ministry to help re-
s0lve cnisds and conglicts in believing communities and fo
nenew and sthengthen theirn gaith.

The Local church cannot be separated grom the col-
Legial structure and grom the ministrhy of unity among all
the churches of the catholic community. The Ainner
principles of hern Life - one Word, one Faith, one Baptism,
one Lond, one Bread, one Destiny in the Father, Son and
Spinit -- all these require total communion among the Localk
churches.

Finally, Cardinal Sin summed up his impressions of his China trip
at a press conference held in Hong Kong on November 6, the day before his
return to the Philippines.

I return ghom my thip to the People's Republic ¢f China
gull of admirnation for the amazing phogress that the country
has achieved in the political and economic gields.
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I go back to the Philippines with many happy memories
04 the friendliness and warmth, the graclousness and hospital-
Lty of the Chinese peopfle.

I have many wonderful Lmpressions of my eleven-day vAsLt,
but the most memorable of these is the feeling of hope that 1
sensed Ln everyone 1 talked to, the hope forn a brightern tomor-
now as the Chinese people join the other pecple of the world
in thein common aspirationd gor peace and undity.

My special thanks go fo the officerns and members of the
Chinese People's Association for Frlendship with Foredign
Countries who Anvited me to visit China and who made L%
possible forn my party and me Zo make new griends and open
new avenues of communication.

1t was the Association which enabled me to be reunited
with my close relatives in Xiamen and Shanghai. Thanks to
Lt8 unremitting efgonts, 1 met a sistern-in-Law 1 had never
seen, and 1 saw nephews and nieces with whom 1 got together
for the finst time.

T had newanding convernsations with national and Local
ofgictals, all of whom welcomed me waumly and cordially. And
I was fortunate to be able fo meet bishops, phiests and of-
fledals of the Patniotic Assoclation, to pray with them Ln
thein churches and to exchange views with them on the communion
of churches.

My one neghet was that my wish to visdit my fellow
Christians Ain the small villages could not be granted at this
time.

My biggest joy was that I made many new griends, griends
who constantly reiternated theirn desine that 1 come again.
Through them, new windows could be opened and new beginnings
coutd be instituted.

Upon his return to Manila on November 7, 1984, Cardinal Sin ex-
pressed his determination to work for the strengthening of bridges, not
only between the Chinese and the Filipino peoples, but also between
Chinese Catholics and Catholics in the rest of the world.



