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Consecration of Bishop Chen Shizhong

Chen Shizhong, presently the Dean of Studies at Chengdu

Seminary, was consecrated bishop on June 14, 1985, the Feast
of the Sacred Heart c¢f Jesus, at the Catholic Church in
Yibin City, Sichuan province. Officiating at the ceremony
was the Most Rev. Duan Yinming, Bishop of Wanxian Diocese,
Sichuan. In attendance were He Zhaozong ( fa] #H 532 ) of the
Religious Affairs Bureau, Sichuan, Su Houzhong ( & I8 8 )
and Wang Shouren ( + 5F 4 ), of the District Party's United
Front, Mr. Ho, Secretary of Municipal Committee of the Com-
munist Party, and Liu Ronghui ( & &5 ), of the United
Front Department of Chengdu City. Also present were the
Chairman of the People's Political Consultative Conference,
representatives from Protestant, Muslim and Buddhist organi-
zations, five bishops, ten priests and about five hundred
Catholics. The 1liturgy was solemn and festive. Speaking
during the ceremony, Bishop Chen said that he did not feel
qualified for the office but because of the confidence and
love placed in him by the priests and Christians of the
diocese, he had no alternative but to accept. He pledged
to dedicate himself whole-heartedly to the glory of God
and salvation of souls.

At present, the pastoral administration of both Luzhou
City and Zigong City are under the jurisdiction of the Yibin
diocese. Neijing district is now under the diocese of Nan-
chong and the pastoral administration of Leibo, Mabian and
Pingshan belong to the diocese of Leshan. The diocese of
Yibin has seven priests, three Franciscan sisters, eight
local sisters and approximately thirty thousand Catholics.
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The newly consecrated bishop was born on December 26,
1917 in Nanxi. Upon graduating from Chengdu Seminary in
1943, he taught for some years 1in a Catholic middle school
before being ordained a priest 1in February of 194°7. He has
served as a parish priest in Luzhou, Jiang'an and Yibin.

Bishop Chen will shoulder the responsibilities of

administrating Yibin diocese while continuing to perform
his duties as Dean of Chengdu Seminary. He will reside at
the seminary in Chengdu, and Fr. Song Wenji will be his
acting administrator in Yibin.
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The boundaries of Yibin diocese, Sichuan, were redrawn
in June of last year in order to facilitate administration
of the 18 districts now under its jurisdiction. The following
cities and counties make up the present Diocese: Zigong City,
Weiyuan, Fushun, Lushou City, Lu Xian, Hejiang, Naxi, Yibin
City, VYibin, Nanxi, Jiang'an, Changning, Gao Xian, Gong
Xian, Xingwen, Junlian, Xuyong and Gulin.

So far only four churches in the diocese have been
reopened (Yibin City, Luzhou, Xuyong and Changning), but
a church in Zigong City presently under construction will
be cpened at the end of 1985, and another located in Jiang'an
is also being prepared for reopening.

CALLING ALL AUTHORS'!

1§ you would Like to contribute a manuscript to TRIPOD, the
gollowing guidelines may be of use:

1. TRIPOD'S focus 48 Chruistianity and China. Arnticles helat-
ing to this §leld are most weleome. Our more specific emphasdis is on
rneligion and morality, Church history - events and personalities,
philosophical and theological approaches to the East - West dialogue,
and the exchange o§ research materials among China study ghoups.

2. We encouwrage a wide variety of Literary forms: dissenta-
tions, China thavel reponts, critical reviews of books and the ants,
pictorial essays and personal comment.

3. The Adeal Length of an article s about two to three thou-
sand words. 14 An English, please type and doublfe space. 1§ An
Chinese, please use Chinese manusciipt papet.

4. Submitted manuwscripts will be retuwwned at the neQueAt of
the authox.

5. ALso upon the authors nequest, the final English and Chinese
versdons will be neturned gor comment and correction before publica-
tion.

6. The authors cof pubfished material will neceive, Ain addition
to flve complimentary copies of the issue Ain which the work appears,

a one year free subschiption to TRIPOD.

7. Please submit all manusciipts to: The Editor, TRIPOD,
Holy Spinit Study Centre, 6, Welfare Road, Aberdeen, HONG KONG.
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