EDITORIAL

Benedict XVI declared that the coming year would be a Year

for Priests. It will run until the same feast day in 2010. Thus,
the editors have chosen “The Year for Priests” as the topic for this
issue of Tripod.

First of all, we re-produce Pope Benedict’s June 16, 2009 letter
announcing the Year for Priests. The Holy Father held up the example of
St. John Vianney, the famous parish priest of Ars, France, the 150"
anniversary of whose death is celebrated this year. Pope Benedict hopes
that all priests will emulate Vianney’s virtue and service to his people.

Next, we include the Letter of Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone to all the
priests in the Catholic Church of the People’s Republic of China. In
Paragraph 5 of his letter, Cardinal Bertone emphasizes that priests need
to immerse themselves in the Word of God. He writes: “We need to ask
ourselves ever anew: ‘Are we truly pervaded by the Word of God? Is
that Word truly the nourishment we live by? Do we really know that
Word? Do we love it? Are we deeply engaged with this Word, so that it
marks our lives and shapes our thinking?’”’

Next, we have the Pastoral Letter for the Year for Priests by
Bishop Aloysius Jin of Shanghai. Bishop Jin emphasizes that priests
should always do the will of the heavenly Father, and in times of
difficulty, pray as Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethesemene: “Father,
if it is possible, let this chalice pass from me, yet not my will, but thine
be done.” After Bishop Jin’s letter, Fr. Simon, a priest from China,
offers his comments on seminary formation and unity in the Church. Fr.
Simon emphasizes the need for “accompaniment” for seminarians
during their years of formation in the seminary, and he writes: “Every
professor in the seminary should be a spiritual director.” The duty of
spiritual direction should not fall on just one man, he suggests.

The celebration of the Year for Priests makes this priest think back
about what things helped him in his 45 years as a priest. First of all, in
line with Cardinal Bertone’s emphasis on the Word of God, and Fr.
Simon’s call for “accompaniment,” I recall how one seminary professor
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sent a note, during summer vacation in the late 1950s, to the home of this
young seminarian, who was struggling with his vocation. The professor
must have noticed that I was having doubts, and so he wrote a few words
of encouragement, ending with the words of Matthew 20:28: “The Son
of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many.” I recall how those words were a great boost to me
and to my vocation. Needless to say, I returned to the seminary that Fall,
and, with God’s grace, continued on to the priesthood. That seminary
professor admirably “accompanied” me on my vocalion journey, and he
did it by using the Word of God.

Then I had the privilege of studying under some wonderful
Scripture professors during the early 1960s in the theologate. I remember
how, on one day in April 1964, our Scripture professor came into the
classroom joyfully brandishing in his hand the text of the “Instruction on
the Historical Truth of the Gospels,” issued that very month by the
Pontifical Biblical Commission. It meant that Catholics could now
accept the theory, long held by Protestant scholars, about the three stages
in the formation of the Gospels (the time of Jesus, the time of the Church
and the time of the Evangelists), as a starting point for further study of
the Gospels. We seminarians were sent to the library reference shelves to
read reserved copies of Wikenhauser’s Introduction to the New
Testament, Xavier Leon-Dufour’s Introduction to the Four Gospels,
Alexander Jones’ Unless Some Man Show Me, articles by David Stanley,
SJ and Stanislaus Lyonnet, SJ, and many other Biblical scholars. And
then along came Vatican Council II (1962-65), with its issuance of the
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation. It was a veritable time of
feasting for a people long hungry for knowledge of the Word of God.

Then, as a priest, what has helped to keep me going is the daily
preaching of the Gospel. We priests must be like Jesus. The last chapter
of Luke’s Gospel, tells us that after the Resurrection, Jesus appeared to
the Apostles, and “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” (Lk
24:45) That’s what we priests do every day for the Catholics: open their
minds to understand the Scriptures. We priests are also nourished by this
Word. So, thanks be to God, both the study and the preaching of the
Word have nourished my priestly vocation throughout these many years.
Hopefully the Chinese priests can have the same experience. (PJB)



