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Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, in his letter to Catholics in
China in 2007, invited Catholics all over the world to pray for
the Church in China on May 24. Tripod would like to present a
few meaningful pictures of the Madonna of China to encourage
our readers to join in the prayer activities on that day.

The Tripod staff takes this opportunity to extend our
heartfelt gratitude to Kung Kao Po, UCANews, the Studium
Biblicum Library and Holy Spirit Seminary Library for sharing

their precious collections.
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B - 4ER YR —E » £ Brucker S|EERVHEN > ERE
EAETEFERHEMERER - CRIFE, 1934, H612% 3
&) The “Mater dignissima” of St. Mary Major’s Basilica in
Rome. According to Fr. Joseph Tsu, S.J., Pope Pius V sent five
copies of this portrait as gift to the General Superior of the
Jesuits, and one of them was carried by Matteo Ricci to China.

(Tsu, 1934, photo 3 after p.6)
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HEE TEREBETNEEN — SR RETHERS  RE—KR
g 0 FAEYFIR o 5 (SRIEZE 2 1934 H 6 1255 2 @) HHEBR
FEBZIIEHER BYIE - (Willeke, 1988, p.68)

The portrait on the previous page is the Chinese Madonna
in the Field Museum in Chicago. It was discovered by' Dr.
Bertheld Laufer in 1910 in Xi’an, Shaanxi. It is generally
accepted as a replica of the famous “Mater dignissima” of St.

Mary Major’s Basilica in Rome. (Willeke, 1988, p.68)
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The Madonna on the right hand page was a work of the
Catholic painter Lucas Chen Yuan-du and is believed to be a
replica of the Madonna in Xi’an. Interestingly when the
painting first appeared in the 4" issue of Kung Kao Po, the
Hong Kong Diocesan Chinese periodical, on December 4, 1928,
Chen was not yet baptized as a Catholic. In the original

caption in Kung Kao Po, the editor mistook the painter for a lady,

and so called him Madam Chen. (Lam, 2009, p.415-416)
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HOR B EHEE Y -

The grand photo of Madonna (on the right hand page) was
a painting at the Our Lady of China Church, Tai Kok Tsui, Hong
Kong. It is a resemblance of the Madonna (see p.70) at the
Donglu Our Lady’s Church of the Baoding Diocese from the
1930s. In 1924 the Apostolic Delegate to China Archbishop
Celso Costantini called for the first Council of China. One of the
main resolutions of the Council was to devote the Church in
China to Our Lady. And the Madonna of Donglu Church is
considered as the standard Portrait of Our Lady of China.
Since then the Donglu Our Lady’s Church has always been an

important pilgrimage attraction for Catholics in China
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According to Joseph Tsu, Our Lady of Donglu is also revered as
Our Lady of China. (Tsu, 1934, photo 5 after p.30)
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IRFRY DEH &R I E R RREIERL 1935 & - 1942 F
PR+ R RIIEER " 28R 0 RERSE L
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(1966-76 ) HAR] > Kl EERHESTHBRER » KB/t 1980 &
RAMELE BRI 2000 FEIBELRIERKIE @ [F—HAHY
B EINEEKEGA - ( RAE ) Sheshan Basilica of Shanghai
was built in 1935, and was chosen to be the first basilica in the
Far East by Pope Pius Xl in 1942, A statue of the Madonna was
placed on top of the basilica. The statue and the Basilica were
destroyed during the Cultural Revolution. The Basilica was
renovated in 1980, and the Statue was replaced on the top of
the Basilica in 2000. A bronze replica was placed inside the

Basilica. (see the previous photo)
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