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Religious Reformation: A Retrospect after

500 Years
AT 4% 7 Tripod Staff
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500 years ago, an Augustinian Brother Martin Luther
nailed the “95 Theses” (see the next page) on the door of the
Wittenberg church, which challenged the authority and practices
of the Catholic Church in many ways. It became a milestone of
religious reformation. Since then, the Catholic Church and the
Protestant Churches have prodded and competed with one
another. The Tripod staff would like to look back at this

tumultuous history through the following pictures.
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Opposite page: Some pioneers of the Religious
Reformation: John Wycliffe (1324-1384, Top-left), Jan Hus
(c.1369-1415, Top-right) Jean Calvin (1509-1564, Bottom-left)

and Martin Luther (1483-1546, Bottom-right).
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Above: The Council of

Trent played an important
role in the Counter
-Reformation. Pope Paul
III (left) convened the

Council.
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In 1622 Pope Gregory XV
(left) established the
Propaganda Fide (it was
renamed Congregation for

the = Evangelization of

Peoples after the Second
Vatican Council) which revitalized the evangelical spirit of the
Catholic Church. (Below) The Palazzo di Propaganda Fide still

houses the Congregation today.
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archives of Propaganda Fide and the Vatican Museum’s

Ethnological Missionary Museum hold treasured records of
human development in the last 400 years. (Opposite) The
Collegio Urbano, named after the founder Pope Urban VIII in
1627, has been an important institute for the formation of

pastoral mission leaders over the last four centuries.
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The Society of Jesus (Jesuits) spearheaded the
Counter-Reformation shortly after it was founded by St. Ignatius
Loyola in 1540. Besides their dedication to evangelization, The
Jesuits never neglected the importance of scientific and cultural
studies. The two pictures on the following page show huge
astrological instruments introduced by the Jesuits to China
during the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties. They are housed

in the Ancient Observatory in Beijing.
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