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St. Mary's Church near Talyuan Rebudlt
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On the feast of the Assumption this year, the renovation of the famous
St. Mary’s Church, located 40 kilometers north of Taiyuan City in Shanxi
Province, was completed and the opening ceremony held. For many years the
Catholics of Taiyuan City and of the neighboring districts have considered
this church to be a place of pilgrimage. The church building, which sits on
a mountain top about 10 kilometers from the mountain’s base, suffered much
damage during the Cultural Revolution. During the last few years Catholics
have generously contributed great amounts of material for the renovation of
the church. Oblivious to hardship, young and old Catholics alike carried
the building materials up to the top of the mountain. People were visibly
moved at this devout display of love for God and for the church. After more

than a year’s labour, the renovation work on St. Mary’s church was finally
completed.

Father LLi Yuwen, 70, is the priest in charge of St. Mary’s church. He
is the brother of Father Francis Li Yuming, pastor of St. John the Baptist
church in Kuntong, Hong Kong.
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The church facade before being rebuilt
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Moving scenes of devout Catholics at prayer
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