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The government is in the
process of building a new hall in
memory of Matteo Ricci in the city
of Zhaoqing,which is in the province
of Guangdong. Located on the site of
a former Jesuit high school,it bears
the name: Dao Yuan Zhai (Source of
Truth and Virtue). It is a matter of
historical record that when Ricci
first entered China, he lived in
Zhaoging. There he built a small
chapel on the bank of the West River
and called it Xian Hua Si.The chapel
was near the city’s landmark pagoda;

however,no trace of it remains today.
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Zhaoqing was also the scene of
the dedication of the newly reopened
Church of the Immaculate Conception.
This took place on December 8th of
last year amid a festive atmosphere
that drew large crowds of local
people. The ceremonies included a
High Mass and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, with Bishop Peter
Li officiating. This was followed by
a gala tea party and a banquet at a
nearby restaurant. Along with local
Catholics and government officials,a
large number of priests, sisters and
Catholics from outlying areas, some

coming from as far away as Hong Kong

and Macao, were also in attendance.
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Interior of the Church
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Nine postulants from

5 Jiangmen Convent

> Back (L-R): Fr. Linus Wang,

A Bishop Peter Li, and
Bishop Ye Yinyun
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The New Pastorzhféﬁher Ma Sihun
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The Church’s newly appointed
pastor is Father Ma Sihun. Father Ma
is 72 years old and spent time in a
work camp during the Cultural
Revolution.Upon his release from the
work camp, he dedicated himself to
teaching young people English in
Yunfu county. His labours among the
local youth won for him the affection
and admiration of the people there.

The choir singing during the dedicétion service
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