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As far as we know, in 1958 the Chinese Catholic
Patriotic Association elected and consecrated twen-
ty-five bishops independent of Vatican approval.
Twelve of these died either before or during the
Cultural Revolution. From the establishment of the
Chinese Bishops’ Conference in China in 1980 to the
present, six more bishops passed away; so seven
bishops remain.

Of these twenty-five, while the first to be consecrated was Bishop
Dong Guangqing of the diocese of Hankou, he was not the first to be
elected to the office of bishop. On December 6, 1957, the Chengdui
diocesan CCPA met and elected Fr. Li Xiting as bishop of the diocese.
This is the first election of a bishop that can be reliably documented.

Between April 1958 and the end of 1958, the CCPA held a total of
twelve episcopal consecration ceremonies for bishops. Co-consecrators
at these ceremonies, included Bp. Zhao Zhensheng of Xian County, Hebei,
who presided four times, Archbishop Pi Shushi, chairman of the national
CCPA, who presided three times; Bps. Wang Wencheng of Nanchong,
Sichuan, Wang Qiwei of Baoding in Hebei, and Li Baiyu of Zhouzhi in
Shaanxi, who each presided once. It is not clear who officiated at the
other consecrations. The majority of these ordinations were celebrated
in the provincial capital of the province to which the new bishop was
assigned.

Of the above six consecrating bishops, only Wang Qiwei was elected
and consecrated by the CCPA. The other five had been appointed by
Popes Pius XI and Pius XII.

Of these twenty-five bishops, the first to pass away was Bishop Wang
Shougian of the diocese of Yongnian, who died in 1964. After Bishop
Wang died, the diocese of Yongnian elected Fr. Zhou Qingyun as its
bishop. Bishop Zhao Zhensheng was willing to ordain him immediately,
but a series of complications arose, and, once the Cultural Revolution
began in 1966, it was impossible to consecrate him. After the reestab-
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lishment of the Yongnian diocese in 1979, Zhou Qingyun continued to
administer the diocese, but he refused to accept the responsibility of
becoming its bishop. Zhou Qingyun died on October 11, 1986 in the city
of Handan. The diocese of Yongnian, which by that time had already
changed its name to the Diocese of Handan, then selected Chen Bolu to
be its bishop, and he was consecrated in 1988.

Prior to their election and consecration by the CCPA, several of the
above group of twenty-five had already been appointed by previous
bishops to act as administrators of their dioceses. In general, these
bishops were able to maintain good relations with the government prior
to the Cultural Revolution. The only exception was Dong Wenlong of
Jinan in Shandong Province. In the early 1950’s, Cyrill Rudolf Jarre,
then bishop of Jinan, appointed Dong Wenlong as diocesan
administrator. In 1958, after Dong was consecrated bishop, the local
government also asked him to serve as a committee member in the Shan-
dong Provincial People’s Consultative Conference. However, in 1963,
Bishop Dong was unexpectedly labeled a Rightist and forced to resign.
Zong Huaide of Zhoucun then took over the administration of the Jinan
diocese. Bishop Dong Wenlong was at home recovering from ill health
suffered during the Cultural Revolution when the government sent
people to ask him to resume his episcopal office. He died of heart failure
shortly after hearing the news.

A number of CCPA elected and consecrated bishops married during
the Cultural Revolution. When the Chinese Bishops’ Conference in China
was established in 1980, some of these retained their positions, while
others had already resigned on their own initiative.

Although there are still seven CCPA bishops left, only Bishop Dong
Guangqing of Hankou is still in his diocese. Of the seven, he is the
only one directly engaged in pastoral work within his own diocese -
three others reside in Beijing, two live in the capital cities of their
home provinces, while one has resigned.

Aside from Zhou Qingyun, three other priests were elected to become
bishops during 1957-1958, but were never consecrated. They include
Zhang Shilang of Shanghai,” Chen Yixin of Guangzhou in Guangdong, and
Kang Yingnian of Jiangmen in Guangdong. All of them have already
died. Finally two other priests were reported to have been consecrated
sometime between 1958 and 1963, but no documented wverification of who
they were and where they were ordained has been found to date.
These cases, await further research.

(Chinese Version See #55)
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DATE PLACE CONSECRATOR CO-CONSECRATORS BISHOP DIOCESE REMARK
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58.4.13 Hankou Li Daonan Wang Xueming DONG GUANGQING Hankou *A
Li Boyu YUEN WENHUA Wuchang *B
Yi Huanhua

58.4.20 Xianxian Zhao Zhenshing WANG SHOUQIAN Yongnian +1964
CHANG SHOUYI Huanhua +87.3.27
PAN SHAOQING Xiwanzi +83.2.5
LAN BOLU Yongping *B
58.6.1 Jinan Pi Shushi Zhao Zhenshing ZONG HUAIDE Zhoucun *C
Li Boyu DONG WENLONG Jinan +1978
JIA FUSHAN Yidu *B
LI MINGYUE Caczhou *B
58.6.15 Guiyvang CHEN YUANCAI Guiyang *D
58.6.22 Pi Shushi Wang Xueming ZHAO YOUMIN Jinzhou +88.3.8
58.7.6 Chengdu Wang Wencheng Duan Yinming LI XITING Chengdu +89.5.28

Deng Zizhou

58.7.20 Baoding Zhao Zhenshing WANG QIWEI Baoding *E
58. Zhao Zhenshing LI DEPEI Tianjian *F
58.10.9 Wang Qiwei CHEN DUQING Ganzhou *G
WU QINMING Nanchong *B
HUANG SHU Yujiang *B
58.10.26 Changsha Pi Shushi Dong Guanggqing XIONG DELIAN Changsha *B
Li Daonan LI ZHENLIN Lingling *B
GUO ZEQIAN Hengyang +1977
YANG GAOJIAN Chengde *H
LI SHUREN Yueyang *J
58. Zhao Zhensheng ZHOU YIZHOU Bengbu +83.10.26
58 XI MINHUAN Luoyang *D
__________ E________________-_________-_____________-__________-_-___________--
59.3.26 Zhouzhi Li Boyu LI SHENGXUE Hanzhong +84.1.20
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REMARKS:
+ Date of death

*A

*B
*C

*D
*E
*F
*G
*H

*2.

*3,

*4,

*5,

*6 .

Rector of the South Central (Wuchang) Seminary, Vice-chairman of Catholic
Patriotic Association (CPA), vice-president of Chinese Bishops’ Conference
(CBC), rector of Hankou Seminary.

Died during Cultural Revolution

Chairman of CPA, Acting Chairman of the Chinese Catholic Administrative
Committee (CCAC), Acting president of the CBC. Administrator of Jinan
Diocese, now stays in Beijing.

Passed away

Resigned, now stays in Shijiazhuang City.

Vice-chairman of CPA, vice-chairman of CCAC, now stays in Beijing.

Now stays in Nanchang City.

Vice-chairman of CPA, Vice-chairman and general secretary of CCAC, vice-
president and general secretary of CBC, now stays in Beijing.

Now stays in Changsha City.

c.f. "Sichuan Ribao" December 18, 1957, "The Catholic Church in China:
Past and Present'" (Shanghai, 1989) by Gu Yulu alsc claimed that Li was the
first self-elected bishop in China. Cf. pp.147.

Refering to Father Zhou Qingyun, some overseas church people who are very
familiar with Hebei Province claimed that Zhou was consecrated bishop in
1964. Nevertheless, I was told by the church leaders in Hebei Province
that Zhou was never consecrated. An article "Tribute to Administrator Zhou
Qingyun" was presented in the second issue of the "Catholic Church in
China" for 1987. The author, Xiao Shushing, also said that Zhou was only
administering the diocese. Nothing about his consecration was mentioned.
cf. pp. 49 - 50,

Fr. Ping Daguang,0FM was once appointed by the Pontiff as the Archbishop of
Jinan. He always stayed in Shanghai, however, and never in Jinan. He was
arrested in 1956 and was released after the Cultural Revolution. He resided
in his hometown in Changzhi County, Shanxi Province until his death in 1984.
Cf. "TRIPOD" No. 52, issue No. 4 of 1989 "The 1980 Chinese Catholic
Bishops’ Conference: Where Are They Now?'" by Anthony Lam, pp. 67 - 69.

Zhang Shilang was only elected as administrator of Shanghai Diocese. He
was not counted as a bishop. Cf. an article "Protest against the Vatican
on illegally exploiting the rights of the Shanghai Diocese” in "Renmin
Ribao', August 2, 1957,

There is a mistake in the Chinese version which lists Bishop Li Shengxue
here. (See TRIPOD issue no. 55) According to "Compilation of Articles on an
Independent, Autonomous and Self-governed Church", co-edited by the
Catholic Patriotic Association and Chinese Catholic Administrative

Committee, (Beijing, 1990), Xi Minhuan was consecrated in 1958, cf. pp. 88.
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