From the Editor

The old truism that the church in its theological reflection and
pastoral response must keep pace with social change is finding new and
dramatic expression here among Hong Kong’s Christians, as the colony
prepares for its return to China in 1997. Not only has the pace of social
change accelerated, but Christians are suddenly aware of their need to
find answers to a whole new set of pressing questions involving
church-state relations, religion and democracy, the role of Christians in
political action, and other issues directly related to their immediate
future. This issue of Tripod is only one expression of that general
concern and the growing awareness of our need to probe deeper into
these problems. And we are most grateful to our present contributors
for sharing their scholarship and pastoral experience with us, as we
struggle to come up with if not solutions at least clearer approaches to
the many difficulties now being articulated among the Christian communi-
ties here.

Professor Jan Kerkhofs of Louvain University provides a proper
focus for us in his Church and State: Christian Participation in Politics.
He warns that "Combining one’s conscience and one’s faith with real
political involvement is... usually a very demanding task,” and then
gives us some solid guidelines from Church history and post-Vatican II
ecclesiology to help Christians as individuals and groups along the
thorny path of political involvement.

In Democracy in the Church?, Robrecht Michiels, also from Louvain,
reminds us that while the spirit and principles of democracy are alive
and to be encouraged within the church, the church itself is not a
democracy. It aspires to something more - to become a communion of
believers. He calls for a commitment to a "communitarian church"”" of
shared responsibility to realize our full potential as "the people of God."

Rev. Kwok Nai Wang is the Director of the Hong Kong Christian Insti-
tute and one of Hong Kong’s most respected Christian pastors. For a
clear, concise and up-to-date treatment of the present situation of
Protestant churches as they face the political changes that 1997 is
already bringing to the colony, we refer you to his Reflections on the
Church’s Participation in the Government of Hong Kong. Rev. Guo shows
us how the present situation developed through the years, and he
offers some practical pastoral approaches Hong Kong Christians can take
to create that common future in which we all hope to share.
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The hope of a new transformation and '"rejuvenated wvigour" with
which the "old continent can ready itself to face the challenges of the
next millenium" are the subject of the Vatican’s Secretary of State
Cardinal Agostino Casaroli’s address in March at the University of
Parma, where he received an honorary doctorate in Jurisprudence. This
reprint from L’Osservatore Romano underlines the very positive role the
Church can play in international politics and did play at the Helsinki
Conference, which led to the dramatic political changes of the past few
months in Europe.

The breaking down of barriers between Eastern and Western Europe
was also in evidence at the 3rd Colloquium of Catholic and Marxist
scholars which met in Klingenthal France in October of last year. Angelo
Lazzarotto, our reporter—-at-large now in Rome tells you what went on
there, and how the monologues of previous Colloquiums suddenly became
a sincere dialogue, resulting in a joint commitment to commonly shared
human spiritual values. This is a further sign of the opening of a new
epoch in world affairs.

Finally, Anthony Lam, our Centre’s Executive Secretary gives us some
more information about the CCPA elected bishops from his long and
pains-taking research of their history. Not an easy task, given the size
of China and the turmoil of its recent past.
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