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Zikawei Then and Now: An Introduction

Today, as in the past,
Shanghai holds a place of
preeminence in the Chinese
Catholic Church. Some fifty
parish churches have been
renovated and restored to public
worship. The catechumenate
has returned. Religious instruc-
tion is once again available to
children. A modern printing
press is functioning. A noviti-
ate for Sisters has opened.
There is an association of
Catholic intellectuals who
engage in reflection upon the
life of faith and offer services to
those in need. The Regional
Seminary of Sheshan, adminis-
tered by the Shanghai diocese
and providing the most thor-
ough seminary training avail-
able in China, is celebrating its
tenth anniversary. In addition
to these public activities of the
Church in which many Catho-
lics participate, another large
number of dedicated Catholics
refuse any cooperation with or
supervision by the government
in religious matters. They
continue their long, silent, faith-
ful witness of staunch loyalty to
the universality and indepen-
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dence of the Church under the
leadership of the Holy Father.

Paul Xu Guangqi

It would seem correct to say
that both these aspects of the
contemporary Church of
Shanghai, the public and the
silent, draw sustenance and
inspiration from the deep roots
of the past. One of the most
important of these is the person
and apostolic activity of Paul
Xu Guangqi (1562-1633). A
brilliant scholar who rose to the
position of Grand Secretary of
the realm, he was converted in
Peking by Matteo Ricci and
baptized in Nanking by Jodo da
Rocha, S.J. (Luo Ruowang,
1566-1623) in 1603. Upon the
death of his father, he returned
to Shanghai to observe the
customary three years of
mourning. During this period,
in 1607, he went to Macau and
made the full month of Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius. In
1609, he presented to Fr.
Lazaro Cattaneo, S.J. (Guo Ju
Jing, 1560-1640) the first
missionary of Shanghai, sixty
catechumens he had prepared
tor baptism.

On 1 November 1611, Paul
Xu was present for the burial of
Matteo Ricci in Peking in the
small piece of land called Shala,
given by the Wanli Emperor as
a resting place for deceased
missionaries. The original
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cemetery was extended over the
years and has recently been
restored to hold sixty-three
tombstones which have been
replaced. Paul Xu died in 1633
and was buried on the family
estate in Shanghai. This site
has also been restored and can
be visited. Paul's grand-daugh-
ter, Candida Xu, carried on the
mission of evangelization. She
traveled throughout China and
founded more than thirty
churches. Her life was written
by Father Philippe Couplet, S.J.

Jesuits Purchase Portion of
Xu Estate

By 1633, there were 40,000
Catholics in Shanghai. In 1703,
three Jesuit priests and one lay
brother administered two
churches and thirty chapels.
Persecutions and other difficul-
ties marked the rest of the
eighteenth century and the early
nineteenth century. [n 1839,
acceding to the requests of the
Catholics of Shanghai, Bishop
de Besi petitioned the Holy See
to send Jesuit missionaries. In
1842 Jesuit Fathers Gotteland,
Esteve and Brueyre landed at
Wusung. Shortly after, they
constructed a small chapel at
Zikawei (Xujiahui: the property
of the Xu family at the junction
of two waterways). In March
of 1847, the Jesuit Mission
Superior, Father Lemaitre,
commissioned Father Gotteland
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to purchase a portion of the Xu

estate and build a Jesuit resi-

dence. From those humble

beginnings there gradually

developed the Catholic settle-

ment represented on the map

which appears in this issue of
Tripod. For just over one
hundred years, an area which

grew to one and a half square
miles was the scene of a Catho-

lic presence and activity unique
in Asia for intensity, variety,

and influence. This parcel of
land, originally outside the city
of Shanghai, was gradually
surrounded by the expanding
metropolis to exist as a Chris-
tian leaven in the midst of
China's major city.

Catholic Life Flourishes in
Zikawei

So many facets of Catholic
life were represented here: the
cathedral and residence of the
bishop; education from nursery
and elementary school, through
secondary school, to teacher's
college and university; Sunday
school; catechumenate; semi-
nary training for diocesan and
Jesuit candidates for.the priest-
hood; the contemplative life of
Carmelite nuns; the Mother-
house of the Presentandine
Virgins; the Catholic press,
research in the fields of weath-
er, seismology, and sinology; a
museum of natural history; the
care of abandoned children; the
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training of young girls and boys
in various trades and handi-
crafts; dispensaries; care of the
deaf-mute; the Good Shepherd
Convent and its home for girls;
a novitiate of the Helpers of the
Holy Souls; a novitiate and
juniorate of the Jesuits; a Catho-
lic village; a residence where
missionaries from neighboring
areas could rest and renew their
strength; and a cemetery.

These numerous establish-
ments were cared for by Chi-
nese and foreigners together.
Several religious communities
worked side by side with the
laity and diocesan clergy. Those
trained at Zikawei for service in
the Church labored not only in
the Archdiocese of Shanghai but
in other parts of China as well.
The religious articles produced
in the Zikawei workshops
could be found in parishes
throughout the country. The
publications printed there
reached Catholic homes every-
where.

Government Appropriates
Zikawei

After the Communists
seized power in Shanghai in
1949, the Catholic settlement at
Zikawei was appropriated by
the government. The once
flourishing institutions were
suppressed, the buildings put to
other uses, the personnel dis-
persed. During the madness of
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the Cultural Revolution, many
religious and cultural treasures
from the Church and Jesuit
residence were burned by the
Red Guards.

One cannot but be saddened
when, considering the destruc-
tion and elimination of a Catho-
lic presence that countless
dedicated persons, Chinese and
foreign, had so painstakingly
built up during an entire cen-
tury. Much more than just
institutions has disappeared. A
relentless, insidious persecution
has prevented the charity of
Christ from being manifested in
so many forms of Catholic
service to the neighbor. Yet,
we know by faith that the
Church walks through history
along the path of death and
resurrection trod by her Lord,
the invincible crucified and
risen Jesus of Nazareth.
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In recent years, some resti-
tution has been made. Impos-
ing St. Ignatius Church whose
towers were toppled during the
Cultural Revolution has become
the cathedral of Shanghai and
an active parish. In adjacent
buildings are the diocesan office
and a residence for some forty
priests and a few brothers.
Across the road, a convent has
been established with a novitiate
for women aspiring to become
Sisters. In the same building
the religious community runs a
small hostel.

Modernization Transforming
Zikawei

The city of Shanghai con-
tinues rapidly on its course of
modernization. In the process,
the area of Zikawei is being
transformed. Under North
Caoxi Road, which replaced a
canal, the first section of the
Shanghai subway is being
constructed. A major station
will be located where the Jesuit
scholasticate once stood. A
high rise office building and a
new hotel are joining the tall
meteorological center as signifi-
cant modifications of the area.
Some of the former Catholic
buildings are disappearing.
Others still remain, most of
them dedicated to non-Church
related uses. In this period of
rapid change it is important to
recall what Catholic Zikaweli
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was. To this end, Tripod is
presenting this issue as a
photographic essay on "Zikawei
Then and Now." All of us who
enjoy this issue are indebted to
three contemporary residents of
Shanghai: to Mr. He Sheming
for the photographs; to Mr.
Gong Jing, affiliated with
Zikawei since 1928, who pro-
vided the identification of all
the buildings; to Mr. Huang
Zhiwei, for his history of the
library. We are also grateful to
Father Angelo Lazzaretto,
PIME, for his contribution.

In the midst of the changing
city of Shanghai, the Catholic
presence at Zikawei and other
parts of the diocese may appear
small and weak. And so the
Church is, in exterior appear-
ance. But there is reason to
hope that what we can see today
is the beginning of a third phase
in the history of Zikawei and
the Church of Shanghai. This
Church which owes tts first
beginnings in the early seven-
teenth century to Paul Xu
Guangqi and the Jesuit Father
Cattaneo, endured many perse-
cutions and difficulties during
the eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries. A second
phase in the history of the
Shanghai Church began in the
1840's at Zikawei and de-
veloped continually until 1949.
From then until now, the
Church has endured a dark
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night of external diminution and
oppression. But there is reason
to believe that the patient and
heroic endurance of many faith-
ful Catholics both in the public
and in the silent communities
are the beginnings of a third
phase of Catholic life.

For the first time, the
Church of Shanghai, as it
renews contact with the univer-
sal Church and assimilates the
teachings of the Second Vatican
Council and the Church's post-
conciliar experiences, begins a
long journey towards an incul-
turation of the faith which will,
in due course, result in an
authentically Chinese expres-
sion of the Gospel that will
nourish not only China but the
entire Church and the world
community. The risen Lord
Jesus is present among the
suffering members of the
Church of Shanghai. Through
him and through the prayers
and labors of many saints of
that local Church, "the Al-
mighty...puts forth His arm in
strength and scatters the proud-
hearted. He casts the mighty
from their thrones and raises
the lowly, fills the starving with
good things, sends the rich
away empty."

The images and reflections
presented in this issue of Tripod
concerning Zikawei and the
Church of Shanghai have their
analogues in countless other
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local churches throughout
China. In those places, too,
there has been birth and
growth; suffering, destruction
and death; and, more recently,
the beginnings of a resurrec-
tion. Those local churches are
also gospel leaven in a develop-
ing China, seeds which promise
a rich harvest for the Kingdom
of God.
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Endnote

For an informative and interesting
survey of Zikawei and of the Church
of Shanghai shortly before 1949, see
[John J. O'Farrell, S.J.], A Guide to
Catholic Shanghai.
T'ou-se-we Press, 1937, x, 78 pp.
This booklet, published on the occasion
of the Eucharistic Congress in the

Shanghai,

Philippines, was intended as a intro-
duction to the life and activities of the
Church of Shanghai.
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