T'ou-se-we Orphanage

For many years the
T'ou-se-we Orphanage provided
a home, education and job
training for as many as 200
boys at any one time. Founded
in 1855, in Huangtang, the
orphanage moved to Xujiahui in
1864 where it became known as
the T'ou-se-we Orphanage.

Under the guidance of a
Chinese priest and 7 Jesuit co-
adjutor Brothers, the boys
learned carpentry, cabinet
making, wood carving, shoe-
making, painting and printing.
The young men even did litho-
graph printing of famous
French works. Some were
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The T'ou-se-we Bridge, also known as the Mercy Cloud Bridge, led to the
main entrance of the Orphanage. In the early 1940's the Zhaojiabin canal

beneath the bridge was filled in and the bridge dismantled.
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The orphans in front of the Shrine of Our Lady



T'ou-se-we Orphange

trained in metal works making
chalices, ciboria and other
precious vessels used in the
liturgy. Others, talented in art,
made copies of the European
masters. The program was not
all work and no play. Physical
exercise were an integral part of
the curriculum and training.
These, included military train-
ing under the supervision of
French officers belonging to the
allied troops.

The Tou-se-we Orphanage
compound was very large and
consisted of many buildings.
Each group had its own work-
shop. There were the print
shop, metal shop, carpenter
shop, the art studio workshop, a
large primary school and a
beautiful chapel dedicated to
Our Lady.

An outside view of the chapel
today. The premises are occupied
by the Religious Articles Factory.
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A priest strolls in the inner court

of the T'ou-se-we Orphanage
chapel.
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The Carpentry shop at the T’ou-se-we Orphanage.
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The Shanghai Sewing Machine Warehouse.
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The Shanghai Transportation Electric Company Limited.
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The T’ou-se-we Orphanage’s Art Studio Workshop and some products.
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T’ou-se-we Orphanage’s metal shop and some products.
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T'ou-se-we Orphanage School + 11118 5 B 22 B¢

The orphans maintained a
large vegetable garden which
provided vegetables for the
various communities in Xujia-
hui. The orphanage school was
funded and built by Mr. Ma
Xianbo and he himself lived on
its third floor until 1937 when
the Japanese invaded Shanghai
and he was forced to leave.
Under the protection of the
government Mr. Ma went to the
interior of China.

The third floor was subse-
quently used as a dormitory for
the orphans.

In the early 1980's the
Chinese government undertook
a major reconstruction of the
building. Today the Yude High
School occupies the site.
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- High school students chat in front of school building.
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