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The Helpers in Xujiahui

In 1867 the Helpers of the
Holy Souls were invited to
Xujiahui where they undertook
a variety of works. In the area
the Sisters operated an orphan-
age for girls, dispensaries, a
school for deaf-mute children, a
catechumenate, workshops and
several schools. They founded
the Xujiahui Girls Boarding
School which was the first
middle school for girls estab-
lished in Shanghai and in 1904
they opened Morning Star
School for non-Christian girls.

In addition the Sisters estab-
lished a house of religious
formation for a local communi-
ty, the Presentandine Sisters,
whose aim was to help mission-
aries with their work in cate-
chumenates, schools and dis-
pensaries. Besides the main
building and the chapel con-
structed in 1869, the compound
eventually comprised 12 other
buildings.

In another area of Xujiahui,
near the Carmelite convent, the
Sisters maintained a novitiate
for the novices of their own
community.
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Our Lady's Convent q B} B

Our Lady's Convent, built ERFRRIEN—ARLREE
in 1855, was originally located g spp= pt fr A FE 18 o — A5

at Huangtang. In 1864 it was e s e e s g et
relocated to the Wang Family FEREIFRE  BREERRE

Church and later, east of [ 2 FZ R e
Wangjintang at Xujiahui.
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The bridge leading to Our Lady's Convent as it appeared in 1900.
R B &R T o

The main entrance and part of the convent grounds.




Chinese women have long
been known for their beautiful
embroidery. The group from
Xujiahui won a prize for their
work at the World's Fair in
Paris in  1900.

The orphan girls' embroi-
dery workshop was located
above Our Lady's Convent
chapel.

Today, Our Lady's Convent has
become the quarters for the
Shanghai Textile Factory
(Right) and the Shanghai
Municipal School for Housing
Bureau cadres (Below).
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The Presentandine Sisters BEEEX

o4 1 IF 75 42 AU BE (9 T 419 128

The Sisters in front of their convent teaching deaf-mute children.

The convent of the Presen- BEEELlERERES

tandine Sisters is today the TR TERER T A{RL
home of the Shanghai Xujiahui 25, NER %S EHERE - T
Labour Union Workers' Club. ‘ . '

The Sisters' chapel has been BauSRMEEE -
converted into the Yulan Dining
Hall and the dormitory into the
Guanglan restaurant.

Labour Union Workers' Club

Guanglan Restaurant



Helpers in Xujiahui

St. Joseph's Convent,
the Helpers' Novitiate

According to tradition an
old matriarch of the Song
family (maiden name, Shen)
distributed a part of her proper-
ty to her children. She retained
1.3 hectares of land for herself
to support her in her old age.
After her death the land was
given to the Church. The
Church used part of the land to
build St. Joseph's Convent but
the land in front of the convent
remained vacant.

In the autumn of 1937, after
Japanese troops invaded Shang-
hai, refugees crowded into
Xujiahui Church, and schools.
Many Catholics opened their
homes to these refugees. They
also organized 23 refugee
centers and built temporary
housing and a school on the
vacant lot. Moreover, they
provided the refugees with
food, clothing and medical
supplies. These temporary
structures were torn down only
in the 1950s and replaced with a
three storey apartment house.

Today, the former St.
Joseph's Convent is
occupied by the Shang-
hai Industrial Vacuum [
Cleaner Factory (Lower =i
right) and the Xujiahui
District School of Health
and Hygiene (Lower
left).
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Xujiahui School for Girls TREE B
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The Xujiahui Girls' School, formerly known as Chongde Girls' School,
was built in 1867. This was Shanghai's first middle school for girls.
Below: the main entrance of the school today.
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Morning Star School for Non-Christian Girls
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Morning Star School for non-Christian girls was founded in 1904.

Today it is the home of the Shanghai No 4 Middle School.
Below: the main entrance of the school as it looks today.




