Wudaitou Residential Area

The District Resident's
Committee now occupies the
Wudaitou Residential Area
which is located on the north
side of the Zhaojiabin Canal.
The houses were built toward
the end of the last century by
the Catholic Church for the
orphans once they had grown
up and gotten married. There
were more than 200 single story
houses, each occupying about
28 square meters. The monthly
rent was about 60 cents (pre-
revolutionary currency). Rent
for similar housing in other
areas was three or four dollars
monthly.

An Auditorium was located
in the southern part of the
Wudaitou residential area. It
served the ceremonial needs of
the residents, e.g. marriages,
funerals, banquets, etc. The
hall was equipped with ready
made tables, chairs, and eating
utensils. Today, the hall, called
the Caobei Cultural Centre,
provides residents with recrea-
tional activities, among them
the staging of Suzhou dialect
plays and operas.
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