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The Catholic Church in Shanghai:
Yesterday and Today

Shanghai, situated not far
south of the Yangtze River
Estuary, is one of the world's
largest ports and China's big-
gest manufacturing center. The
annual throughput of the port of
Shanghai exceeds 100 million
tons. It turns out a long cata-
logue of products, including
steel, aircraft, automobiles,
ocean-going ships, machinery,
electronic products, electrical
household appliances and count-
less consumer items. It has
several economic and technical
development zones, and is in
the process of opening the 177
sq. km new Pudong Develop-
ment Zone. It is the nation's
largest foreign-trade port, trad-
ing with more than 160 coun-
tries and regions around the
globe.

Shanghai is one of the three
large municipalities in China
directly under the control of the
Central Government. Greater
Shanghai consists of 12 urban
districts and nine counties
spreading over an area of 6,340

by Norman Walling, S.J.

E@ETARERIA®EE -
EHFRRABEOZ— » FEAF
By TXEp Lo EBHEIESR
ZEETEHEERMERER
> Hrh#F R H R % E
FEE—BEtt+tEtFALHLE-

tEmERBE=KE#ET
LT ERPRENA - EED
ERHEERST AN +F
BRE B+ _ZEE -
AAfEstemZE—THER -
(—hh=)

Wl EE _—+hES EiEE
EHA ERAMEDZ— o

Shanghai, no. 29, on map, is one of
the world’s largest ports.
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sq. km. The urban population
is around 15,000,000 (1993).

Church History

Xu Guangqi, a high official
in the Ming Dynasty, intro-
duced the Catholic Church to
Shanghai. He was converted by
Matteo Ricci and baptized in
Nanjing by Jo&o da Rocha, S.J.
in 1603. Upon the death of his
father Xu Guangqi returned to
Shanghai for the customary
three years of mourning. In
1609 Xu presented Fr. Lazaro
Cattaneo S.J., the first mission-
ary in Shanghai, with 60 cate-
chumens ready for baptism.
Paul Xu Guangqi died in 1633
and was buried on the family
estate in Shanghai. His fourth
grand-daughter, Candid Xu,
carried on his mission of evan-
gelization, traveling throughout
China and founding more than
30 churches. She is the one
who arranged for Fr. Francesco
Brancati, S.J., one of the most
important figures in the early
Shanghai Church, to purchase a
piece of property and build a
church, the site of which is
today the oldest Catholic
Church in Shanghai, originally
known as the “"Reverence Unity
Hall" dedicated to Our Savior.
(cf. article p. 45).

The Catholic Church has
been in Shanghai now for some
400 years. Catholic life is cen-

Tripod, July-August, 1995
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tered at Xujiahui (Zikawei),
formerly Xu Guangqi's ances-
tral home. In 1993 there were
reportedly about 160,000
Catholics in the city. There
are, however, many Catholics
who do not go to the open
churches but who lead normal
Catholic lives. The reason for
this is that they have had to
suffer bitterly for their faith
during the past 30 years. They
do not completely trust the
“official" churches which are

under the sposorship of the
Chinese Catholic Patriotic
Association. They remain
Catholics in private, having
their children baptized and
teaching them to lead Catholic
lives. The number of these
Catholics is rather large but
cannot be known with certainty.
They would add substantially to
the number quoted above.
These Catholic draw their
support from old Catholic fami-
lies.

Shanghai's First Chinese
Bishop

Ignatius Gong Pinmei was
made the first Chinese bishop of
Shanghai on July 15, 1950.
He had been consecrated bishop
on October 7, 1949. On
September 7, 1955, Bishop
Gong with 21 of his priests and
more than 200 Catholic laymen
were arrested. Bishop Gong
was finally released on parole
after 30 years of imprisonment
on July 3, 1985 and his civil
rights were completely restored
in January 1988. That same
year, in May, he left for the
United States of America to
visit relatives, where he is now
in residence. On June 29,
1991, Bishop Gong went to
Rome to receive the red hat. In
actuality, he had been made a
cardinal in 1979.

Jin Luxian was consecrated
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Auxiliary bishop of Shanghai on
January 17, 1985 and then
named Shanghai's ordinary in
1988. He resides at the Xujia-
hui Cathedral and has been
active in the Church's develop-
ment in his diocese. His
seminary at Sheshan is flourish-
ing and a model for the others
in the country.

Also in Shanghai is the
alleged underground bishop,
Joseph Fan Zhongliang, S.J.,
who has been arrested a number
of times and has spent more
than fifteen years in a labour
camp in western Qinghai prov-
ince.
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(Above) Cardinal Gong Pinmei at
home, in Connecticut, USA
(Below) Bishop Jin chats with
Mother Teresa in Shanghai.
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Church Related Statistics, A R A R

1949
A 147 516 HREH : 147516
o. of Catholics: , & .
No. of Churches: 425 ﬁiﬁ(i : ;2;
No. of Priests: 263
Chinese: 124 PEIFE : 124
Foreign: 139 HBIFE ¢ 139
No. of Sisters: 827 &4 \N8% ¢ 827
Chinese: 525 b B 5E 525
Foreign: 302 SR EE - 302
gzgl;gch Related Statistics, —H 7= 5844 8F

(ZH#e)

No. of Catholics: 160,000 HAREHE 160,000

No. of Churches: 55

No. of Bishops: 3 AERE - 55
No. of Priests: FTHAE : 1
All Chinese 51 FHAC A B
No. of Seminar@es: 2 LBHEE: 5]
No. of ngmarlans: 168 EiEeE : 7
No. of Sisters: S AR :
All Chinese: 100 CEFN 168
No. of Convents: 1 1% 4 N8 -
No. of Novices: 30 SBEPREE : 100
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Some of Shanghai's
Churches Today

The Church of Our Lady,
Mother of God (The Xujiahui
Cathedral)

The present church was
built between 1906 and 1911
and is the largest church in
Shanghai. It is located in a
main area of the city where
there is a concentration of
Catholics. This community has
a history of over 300 years. In
pre-communist days the church
was located near the French
Concession where French Jes-
uits developed church work.
The church was forcibly closed
during the Cultural Revolution
and turned into a warehouse.
Its two towers were torn down.
In 1979 it was formally re-
turned to its rightful owners and
by Christmas of 1982 the two
towers were restored. Many of
the Shanghai clergy live at the
priests' residence at this
Church.

HPBEHGELEAHRN AL
BB ESH LEFEHEE-
A visit to Shanghai’s famous
cathedral is a must for anyone

interested in the history of the
Church in China.

Tripod, July-August, 1995

4 H ke Az

REXEE (BREEEHE
%)

BREEFHEEZERR A
EAE—h——FH > EER
EHEBHR T ERTE © &
ERXEHEERHRE > K
KEE —AthELXEEEM-
TEMESENEELR A
AN_EBERK - LBHITD
FEEHUHERBRELZEDN
AR o




Walling: The Catholic Church in Shanghai 39

St. Joseph's Church in
Yangjingbang.

This church, on the street
leading to the north part of the
old city, was built in 1860. It
was built on reclaimed river
bottom land. It, too, along with
other churches, was closed for
many years but finally reopened
in 1982 and now fully restored.
Some of the stained glass win-
dows in this church are the
work of the pastor, Fr. Jiang
Minsheng, who has a great
interest in architectural design.

The Dongjiadu Church

This is one of Shanghai's
oldest churches.® At one time it
was the Bishop's Cathedral. It
was destroyed during the Cul-
tural Revolution and rebuilt in
1980.
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Shanghai is famous for its churches

dedicated to Our Lady. (Left)

Rosary Church of Our Lady.
(Right) Church of the Ascension.




Chongming Island Churches

Chongming Island is situat-
ed in the mouth of the Chiangj-
iang (Yangtze) and is one of the
three large islands of China.
History tells us that one of the
descendants of Xu Guanggqi, a
Father Xu Ximan, brought the
gospel to this island over 300
years ago. Fr. Francesco
Brancati, S.J., one of the first
missionaries in Shanghai, also
was instrumental in bringing the
faith to this island. Formerly
the island belonged to the
Haimen Diocese whose Bishop,
Zhu Kaimin, was one of the
original 6 bishops consecrated
by Pius XII. It was during this
time that he set up several
social projects to help the inhab-
itants of the island, such as
nurseries, homes for the aged
and schools.

Now the island is in the
Shanghai Diocese. There are
presently 3 churches opened
there: the Xinhe Catholic
Church, Dagongsuo Catholic
Church (with a history of over
200 years) and the Church of
the Holy Cross in Miao Village.
The Catholics are few in
number and are mostly farmers.

ERRIBMEE R (1948

1993 )

Church Statistics for Shanghai
1948-1993.

Tripod, July-August, 1995
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The Basilica of Our Lady at
Sheshan
May 24 is the feast of Our
Lady Help of Christians and is
also the patronal feast of the
Sheshan Basilica. Countless
Catholics come here from all
over the country on pilgrimage.
Sheshan is located to the North
of Shanghai in the Songjiang
District. It is also a famous
scenic spot in the Jiangnan area.
The present basilica was
built in 1925 and consecrated
10 years later in 1935. The bell
tower is 38 meters in height. A
bronze statue of Our Lady
holding the Infant Jesus above
her head had been placed at the
pinnacle of this tower. Unfor-
tunately, this statue was de-
stroyed during the Cultural
Revolution and the Church
turned into a recreation center.
In March 1981, the Peo-
ple's Government of Shanghai
returned the Basilica as well as
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Sheshan's famous mid-mountain
Sheshan hill. Since 1987, the
area is once again attracting
large groups of pilgrims who
come by foot or by junk, espe-

cially during May, to honour
Our Lady.

2 (1) B9 §F K Y o Basilica of Our Lady at Sheshan.
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Other Important Activities
Sheshan Seminary

The former seminary locat-
ed at Xujiahui was confiscated
by the government and the
property never returned to the
Church. Property at the foot of
Sheshan was offered instead and
the new regional seminary was
opened there and classes began
in 1982. Bishop Jin Luxian is
the rector. The seminary cele-
brated its 10 anniversary in
1992. This is the first seminary
in China to invite professors
from abroad to teach.

Shanghai Sisters' Convent

The Sisters' convent, locat-
ed at Xujiahui, was reopened in
1979. It is directly under the
control of the Shanghai diocese.
Most of the older nuns are
members of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary, Society
of the Helpers, the Presentan-
dines and the Sisters of Mercy.
In recent years, they have
gradually gathered together to
begin once again to live their
religious life in community.
Young women wishing to join
the Sisters are welcomed but
they must undergo a year's
probation and two years of
Novitiate before they take their
first vows. A further period of

Tripod, July-August, 1995
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two years of training is provid-
ed after these vows. Only after
ten years are they allowed to
make their final profession.
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Guangqi Press

This press is the successor
to the great printing press at
Tushanwan at Xujiahui, at one
time the largest Catholic Print-
ing Press in China. It's main
work is collecting and ordering
materials, making translations
and editing. Some of the works
now being published or already
published are the Four Gospels
translated into Chinese from the
Jerusalem Bible, The Following
of Christ, Jesus and I and
others. Magazines are also
published such as Collectanea:
Studies on the Church in China,
etc.
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Workers at the Guangqi Press are

experts in the operation and tech-
niques of modem printing.
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The Association of Catholic
Intellectuals

Catholic Intellectuals in
Shanghai wanted to use their
talents to serve the Church and
society. In June of 1986, after
a half year of discussion and
planning they established an
association known as the Asso-
ciation of Catholic Intellectuals
of Shanghai. There is a healthy
number of participants divided
into committees consisting of
experts in various specialities:
medicine, education, literature
and art, as well as science and
technology. They offer a varie-
ty of free services to the poor.
They have also set up a special
school called The Guangqi
Foreign Language Institute For
Advanced Students,
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End notes

Tripod, July-August, 1995
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Medical care to senior citizens in
the community is one of the many

services offered by Catholic Intellec-
tuals Association.

1.  Guide to the Catholic Church in China, 1993, Jean Charbonnier, Singa-
pore: China Catholic Communications, A Queen Street.

2. Data taken from Holy Spirit Study Centre. Statistics, with the exception
of the number of bishops, are for the official church only. Bishops in-
clude Cardinal Kung in exile, the official church bishop, Jin Luxian and

one alleged underground bishop.

3. Actually, the oldest church in Shanghai is the "Old Church” in South City
located at the end of Wutong Road. For the history of this 350 year old
church, see following article "Shanghai's Oldest Church. As of this
writing this church has not yet been returned to church authorities.



