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Amendments to the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of China

Adopted at the Second Session of the Ninth National People’s Con-

gress on March 15, 1999.

The original text of Paragraph
7 in the Preamble of the Con-
stitution is:

“Both the victory of China’s
new-democratic revolution and
the successes of its socialist
cause have been achieved by the
Chinese people of all nationali-
ties under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China and
the guidance of Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong
Thought, and by upholding
truth, correcting errors and
overcoming numerous difficul-
ties and hardships. China 1s cur-
rently in the primary stage of
socialism. The basic task of the
nation is to concentrate its effort
on socialist modernization 1n
accordance with the theory of
building socialism with Chinese
characteristics. Under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party
of China and the guidance of
Marxism-Leninism and Mao
Zedong Thought, the Chinese
people of all nationalities will
continue to adhere to the peo-
ple’s democratic dictatorship,
follow the socialist road, persist
in reform and opening-up,

It is revised into:

“Both the victory of China’s
new-democratic revolution and
the successes of its socialist
cause have been achieved by the
Chinese people of all nationali-
ties under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China and
the guidance of Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong
Thought, and by upholding
truth, correcting errors and over-
coming numerous difficulties
and hardships. China will stay in
the primary stage of socialism
for a long period of time. The
basic task of the nation 1s to
concentrate its efforts on so-
cialist modernization by fol-
lowing the road of building so-
cialism with Chinese character-
istics. Under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China
and the guidance of Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought
and Deng Xiaoping Theory, the
Chinese people of all nationali-
ties will continue to adhere to
the people’s democratic dicta-
torship, follow the socialist
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steadily improve socialist insti-
tutions, develop socialist de-
mocracy, improve the socialist
legal system and work hard and
self-reliantly to modernize in-
dustry, agriculture, national de-
fense and science and technol-
ogy step by step to turn China
into a powerful and prosperous
socialist country with a high
level of culture and democracy.”

The original text of Article 6
is:

“The basis of the socialist eco-
nomic system of the People’s
Republic of China is socialist
public ownership of the means
of production, namely, owner-
ship by the whole people and
collective ownership by the
working people.” “The system
of socialist public ownership
supersedes the system of ex-
ploitation of man by man; it ap-
plies the principle of ‘from each
according to his ability, to each
according to his work’.”

road, persist in reform and
opening-up, steadily improve
socialist institutions, develop a
socialist market economy, ad-
vance socialist democracy, im-
prove the socialist legal system
and work hard and self-reliantly
to modernize industry, agricul-
ture, national defense and sci-
ence and technology step by
step to turn China into a power-
ful and prosperous socialist
country with a high level of
culture and democracy.”

One section is added to Article
5 as the first section:

“The People’s Republic of
China practices ruling the
country in accordance with the
law and building a socialist
country of law.”

It is revised into:

“The basis of the socialist eco-
nomic system of the People’s
Republic of China is socialist
public ownership of the means
of production, namely, owner-
ship by the whole people and
collective ownership by the
working people. The system of
socialist public ownership su-
persedes the system of exploita-
tion of man by man; it applies
the principle of ‘from each ac-
cording to his ability, to each
according to his work’.” “Dur-
ing the primary stage of social-
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The original text of the first
section in Article 8 is:

“The rural household-based
output-related contracted re-
sponsibility system and other
forms of the cooperative econ-
omy such as producers’, supply
and marketing, credit and con-
sumers’ cooperatives belong to
the sector of the socialist econ-
omy under collective ownership
by the working people. Working
people who are members of ru-
ral economic collectives have
the right, within the limits pre-
scribed by law, to farm plots of
cropland and hilly land allotted
for private use, engage in
household sideline production
and raise privately owned live-
stock.”

Tripod, No. 111, May-June, 1999

1sm, the State adheres to the ba-
sic economic system with the
public ownership remaining
dominant and diverse sectors of
the economy developing side by
side, and to the distribution
system with the distribution ac-
cording to work remaining
dominant and the coexistence of

~ a variety of modes of distribu-

tion.”
It is revised into:

“Rural collective economic or-
ganizations practice the double-
tier management system that
combines unified and separate
operations on the basis of the
household-based output-related
contracted responsibility sys-
tem. Various forms of the coop-
erative economy In rural areas
such as producers’, supply and
marketing, credit and consum-
ers’ cooperatives belong to the
sector of the socialist economy
under collective ownership by
the working people. Working
people who are members of ru-
ral economic collectives have
the right, within the limits pre-
scribed by law, to farm plots of
cropland and hilly land allotted
for private use, engage in
household sideline production
and raise privately owned live-
stock.”
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The original text of Article 11
is:

“The individual economy of
urban and rural working people,
operating within the limits pre-
scribed by law, is a complement
to the socialist public economy.
The State protects the lawful
rights and interests of the indi-
vidual economy.” “The State
guides, helps and supervises the
individual economy by exercis-
ing administrative  control.”
“The State permits the private
economy to exist and develop
within the limits prescribed by
law. The private economy is a
complement to the socialist
public economy. The State pro-
tects the lawful rights and inter-
ests of the private economy, and
guides, supervises and adminis-
ters the private economy.

The original text of Article 28
is:

“The State maintains public or-
der and suppresses treasonable
and other counter-revolutionary
activities; 1t penalizes actions
that endanger public security
and disrupt the socialist econ-
omy and other criminal activi-
ties, and punishes and reforms
criminals.”

It is revised into:

“Individual, private and other
non-public economies that exist
within the limits prescribed by
law are major components of
the socialist market economy.”
“The State protects the lawful
rights and interests of individual
and private economies, and
guides, supervises and adminis-
ters 1individual and private
economies.”

It is revised into:

The State maintains public order
and suppresses treasonable and
other criminal activities that en-
danger State security; it penal-
1zes actions that endanger public
security and disrupt the socialist
economy and other criminal ac-
tivities, and punishes and re-
forms criminals.”

Taken from Beijing Review, Vol. 42, No. 18, May 3-9, 1999.



