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Birthday wishes for the Pope

Bishop Matthew Duan Yinming sent birthday wishes to the Pope
by phone via Fides, saying, “Many happy returns of the day,
congratulations, congratulations, Holy Father.” Coadjutor Bishop Joseph Xu
Zhixuan also sent his birthday greetings (Fides, May 18, 1999).

Pope declines invitation to visit Macau

General Vasco Joaquim Rocha Vieira, governor of Macau and a
Catholic, invited the Holy Father to Macau during a papal audience on May
17.

The Pope appeared interested but later in a letter addressed to the
Bishop of Macau, Bishop Domingos Lam, Pope John Paul II expressed his
thanks for the invitation but added his regrets that he would not be able to
do so (UCAN Daily Service, May 19 and August 19, 1999).

Pope presents Asia Synod final document

Hong Kong was cited as one of the possible places in Asia for
Pope John Paul II to present his apostolic exhortation on the 1998 Special
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops of Asia. The Pope, however, was banned
from coming to Hong Kong. Cited as the main reasons for the ban were the
usual ones: absence of diplomatic relations between the Holy See and
Beijing, and the Vatican’s relations with Taiwan (UCAN, July 7, 1999).

The Holy Father presented the exhortation Ecclesia in Asia in New
Delhi, India, on November 6, 1999.

Cardinal Kung’s triple anniversary

More than 400 priests, religious and laity from all over the world
gathered in Stamford, Connecticut, in the United States, to be with Cardinal
Kung on July 31, the feast of St. Ignatius. Cardinal Kung, who was 98 years
old on August 2, was celebrating his 70" anniversary as a priest, his S0™ as
a bishop, and his 20" as a cardinal.

The Holy Father, John Paul II, greeted the Cardinal on his
anniversaries, praising him for his faithful witness to the gospel (UCAN,
August 3, 1999).
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Deaths of Bishops, 1999

¢ December 10, 1998, Anthony Yang Shachuai, 83, of Hankou,
Hubei Province. Born in Xiaogan county, Hubei, in May 1915, and ordained
a priest in 1945, Bishop Yang taught in the diocesan seminary, and served
as the cathedral parish pastor until he was arrested in 1955. He spent 23
years in prison. He was released in 1983, and returned to his hometown to
continue pastoral work. He was ordained secretly in 1984. In the early
1990s Bishop Yang, who was not recognized by the government-approved
church, collaborated with Bishop Bernadine Dong Guangqing of Hankou in
the open church. In 1991, he took up residence at the Hankou Cathedral.

* January 2, Xie Chaogong of Xichang, Sichuan Province. Born in
1912 in Liangshan, Sichuan Province, and ordained a priest in 1936 after
completing his studies in Penang, Malaysia. He spent 28 years of his life in
prison for his faith. He was consecrated bishop in 1991 at the age of 79. The
funeral Mass was celebrated on January 7 and attended by over 300 people.

. February 11, Philippe Ma Ji of Pingliang, Gansu Province. Bishop
Zhang Wenbin of Dali, Shaanxi Province, ordained Ma in 1987 as the open
church bishop of Pingliang.

On the eve of the feast of the Assumption, August 14, 1988, Ma
issued My Statement in which he criticized the structures of the open
church, saying that the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, the Bishops’
Conference, and the Chinese Catholic Church Administrative Commission
were all unacceptable to the faithful. Ma publicly declared that he was
leaving the open church structures.

The government asked him to withdraw his statement. It is not
clear if he did, but the bishop remained in the open church.

At his death, Bishop Ma was deputy director of the Gansu
provincial Catholic Patriotic Association, and in December 1998, he was
elected director of the provincial Catholic Church Administrative
Commission.

Some 500 people attended his funeral on February 14, 1999
(UCAN).

. June 9, Matthias Ma Longlin of Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, died at
the age of 81. About 1,000 people attended the funeral Mass on June 14.
Born in 1918 in Shanghai, Ma completed his studies at the Shanghai
Seminary in 1945. Bishop Ignatius Gong (Kung) Pinmei of Shanghai
ordained him a priest in 1951. During the Cultural Revolution, Bishop Ma
worked as a farmer in his native place. He was elected bishop of Suzhou in
1981, and ordained by Bishop Zong Huaide of Jinan and Zhoucun, who died
in 1997 (UCAN, June 24, 1999).
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¢ September 10, Bonaventure Zhang Xin of Taiyuan died at the age
of 88. More than 4,000 people attended the government-recognized bishop’s
funeral Mass on September 16. He was buried in Geliaogou, outside
Taiyuan. Zhang became bishop of Taiyuan in 1981. He was born in Taiyuan
in 1911 and entered the local minor seminary in 1931, when he was 14. He
joined the Franciscan Order while studying in the major seminary. He was
ordained a priest in 1937 and later studied at Fu Jen University.

Bishop Zhang was jailed for 15 years during the Cultural
Revolution (UCAN Daily Service, September 20, 1999).

$ October, 23, Bishop Peter Hou Jingwen, 72, of Cangzhou
(Xianxian), Hebei Province died in a car accident while visiting some of the
churches of his diocese. The late bishop was born into a Catholic family in
Xianxian, Hebei Province in 1927. He entered the minor seminary in
Xianxian and then in Baoding, also in Hebei Province. In 1951 he entered
the major seminary in Beijing and was ordained a priest in 1956 in
Xianxian.

In 1966, during the Cultural Revolution, he was arrested and sent
for reform-through-labor for four years. He returned to his diocese in the
early 1980s. In 1993 Jesuit Bishop John Liu Dinghan of Cangzhou ordained
him coadjutor bishop of Chanzhou. Bishop Hou succeeded to the see when
Bishop Liu retired in 1998 (UCAN Daily Service, October 26, 1999).

Bishop Hou’s funeral took place on October 29.

4 December 12, Zhang Jiumu, Simon (underground) of Xuanhua,
Hebei Province, died at the age of 81. Bishop Zhang was ordained in 1945
in Xuanhua and secretly consecrated as Bishop of Xuanhua by Bishop Liu
Guangdong on October 3, 1989 in Baoding. Before his death he had been
living at the Qujiazhuang Church in Xuanhua County.

. December 17, Bishop Wang Zhenye, Joseph, of Yan’an, Shaanxi
Province, died at the age of 88. Bishop Wang was born in 1911 and
ordained to the priesthood in 1943. He was elected Bishop of Shaanbei in
1991 and consecrated by Bishop Li Du’an on November 17 of the same
year.

Ordination of Bishops, 1999 to January 2000

@ Damas Zhang Hanmin, 75, was ordained bishop of Jilin, on May
9, 1999, by Bishop Jin Peixian who had been overseeing church matters in
the three province-dioceses of Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning, for the past
several years. Some 8,000 local Catholics and overseas guests gathered on
the cathedral’s open grounds for the occasion. Co-consecrators were Bishop
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Anthony Li Duan of Xi’an, and Bishop Andreas Zhu Wenyu of Chifeng
(UCAN, May 14, 1999).

John Baptist Wang Jin , 75, was consecrated Bishop of Yuci on
September 14, 1999. John Baptist Wang Jin was born on April 22, 1924 in
Xijianhe village in Taiyuan city. He graduated from Taiyuan Regional
Seminary in Theology and Philosophy, and was ordained a priest on June 9,
1951 by Bishop Lucas Capozzi in the Cathedral of Taiyuan. He served as
acting parish priest of the Fangzhu Church and the Lintoucun Church,
Lintou Village, both in Yushi county. More recently he was parish priest of
Wumeizhuang in Taigu County.

The consecration took place in the Yuci Tai Road Church and the chief
consecrator was Bishop Sylvester Li Jiantang of Taiyuan, Shanxi. The other
two consecrating bishops were John Huo Cheng of Fenyang and
Bonaventure Luo Juan of Shuozhou, also Shanxi Province.

Lu Xinping, of Nanjing, Zhan Silu of, Fujian Province, Fang,
Zhanping of Tangshan in northern Hebei Province, Jin Daoyuan, of
Changzhi in central Shanxi and Su Changshen of Baoding in Hebei
Province were ordained bishops on January 6, 2000, without papal approval.

Bishop Liu Yuanren of Nanjing and President of the Catholic Bishops
Conference of China, ordained the five new bishops in the Nan Tang
Cathedral (the south Church) in Beijing. (cf. Editorial and article by
Anthony Lam for details on these ordinations).

* Pope John Paul II has appointed Father James Liu Tan-kuei, 46,
parish priest of Blessed Sacrament Church of Taichung Diocese, as
auxiliary bishop of Taipei Archdiocese.

Bishop-elect Liu is a native of Taichung. He was baptized at the
age of five. He went to St. Thomas Minor Seminary and studied philosophy
at Fu Jen Catholic University, Taiwan. He was ordained a priest in 1981. In
1988 he went to Rome for further study. In 1990 he received a master’s
degree in theology (UCAN, June 8, 1999).

Underground bishop succeeds open church bishop

Bishop Nicholas Han Jide, 60, was publicly installed Bishop of
Pingliang in Gansu Province, on September 5, 1999, seven months after the
death of government-recognized Bishop Philippe Ma Ji of Pingliang who
died in February. Priests from both the open and the underground
communities of the diocese welcomed Bishop Han as their ordinary. Some
underground priests followed him to work openly in the diocese.

Bishop Ma secretly ordained Bishop Han a bishop, September 19,
1996 and later named him as his successor.
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Underground bishop joins government-approved church

¢ Bishop Nicolas Shi Jingxian, 79, an Augustinian, formerly with
the underground church, was installed as bishop in the government-
approved church on May 13, Ascension Thursday, in the Cathedral of
Shangqiu city, Henan Province, in Central China.

Bishop Pius Jin Peixian of Liaoning accepted Bishop Shi as a
member of the Bishops’ Conference of the Catholic Church of China.
Bishop Shi was ordained a priest in 1948 and secretly ordained a bishop in
1991 (UCAN, June 1, 1999).

National Catholic Seminary ordains nine deacons

On June 29, 1999, nine young men who had completed their
theological studies at the National Catholic Seminary in Beijing were
ordained deacons at the Xishiku church (North Church). Bishop Liu
Yianren, seminary rector, presided over the ordination ceremony.

Sino-Vatican relations

Newspapers recently have had frequent reports on the state of
Sino-Vatican Relations.

On February 11, 1999, the Hong Kong Standard reported that John
Paul IT’s next visit might be on Chinese soil. Hong Kong was mentioned as
a possible site. This announcement followed a story in 30 Giorni and a
statement by Bishop Jin Luxian of Shanghai. A careful reading of the Italian
article did not seem to confirm this report.

On February 11, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Vatican’s Secretary
of State, reportedly said that the Vatican would switch its embassy from
Taipei to Beijing if the Mainland authorities were willing. Taiwan’s Foreign
Minister Jason Hu visited the Vatican shortly thereafter.

On several occasions Beijing reiterated that it was ready to
normalize ties with the Vatican if it abandoned its official recognition of
Taiwan. As rumors became more rampant about the possible normalization
of Sino-Vatican relations, Beijing flatly denied that it had reached any
breakthrough. Tang Jiaxuan, China’s foreign minister, said he had heard
nothing about John Paul’s trip to Hong Kong and heard nothing about any
breakthrough in relations with the Vatican. Beijing then reiterated its stance
about cutting off relations with Taiwan and added, “the Vatican must also
not interfere in Mainland internal affairs including religious activities.”

Fearful that the Vatican might switch its ties to Beijing, Taiwan’s
foreign ministry spokesman Roy Wu said, “There is no sign that the
Chinese communists will loosen religious freedom.” He added, “We fear the
Vatican’s wishful expectations will not benefit religious freedom on
Mainland China in any way.”
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In September 1999, Sino-Vatican relations were back in the news.
Sources from both the “open” and “underground” Church communities in
China heard from official and unofficial sources that Beijing and the
Vatican might establish diplomatic relations before the year’s end. Even
personnel from the Religious Affairs Bureau admitted that they had heard of
this possibility as far back as August. “It’s an open secret,” said Bishop Pius
Jin Peixian of Liaoning, “All government officials know about it; only the
Church people are left in the dark.” (Taken from various news reports from
Feb. 11 to March 24, especially from HKS and UCAN Daily Service,
September 27, 1999.)

The South China Morning Post reported on December 15 that the
Vatican and the Chinese government would enter into an agreement of
“mutual recognition” before the year 2000. The Vatican spokesman,
Joaquin Navarro-Valls, responded by saying, “I must make it clear that what
was reported contains nothing new with respect to the news which was
disseminated last October, which I also had to clarify.”

Analysts maintain that China will keep up its efforts to normalize
ties with the Vatican in spite of the ordination of five bishops without any
reference to the Holy See.

The Vatican spokesman said, “At a time when voices from all sides
lead us to look forward to a normalization of ties...this gesture adds
obstacles that are definitely going to hold up the process™ (JCS Infodoc,
January 5,6,8, 2000).

Religious freedom in China in 1999

A report from the US State Department published in September
1999, on the international situation of religious freedom speaks of new
crackdowns and widespread persecution in Mainland China.

Foreign Ministry spokesman, Sun Yuxi, said “Nobody has been
arrested or detained because of religious belief but rather for breaking the
law.” The US Department report stated that “in the area of religious
freedom in China serious problems continued in violation of international
recognized norms” (SCMP, September 11, 1999).

Below is a partial account of some of the arrests, detentions,
harassment, and violence used against the underground Catholic church
from December 1998 to November 1999. Although not included in this
report, it seems fair to mention that the Protestant house churches suffered a
similar, and perhaps worse, fate during the course of the year.

The majority of incidents against Catholics occurred as usual in
Baoding, Hebei Province, the seat of the underground church i China.
December 1998 ended with a number of serious incidents in that province.
Since these were not reported in last year’s summary, we will include them
here. '
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According to reports:

¢ Father Peter Hu Duo was arrested and seriously beaten by officials on
December 20, in Xushui county, near Baoding city. Hu had already
done time in a re-education-through-labor camp prior to this new arrest.

¢ Three Catholic lay leaders of Liangzhaung village, Xushui county, were
also attacked and beaten with electric batons and other instruments by a
masked mob on December 24, 1998.

¢ A woman and her 16 year-old son needed to be hospitalized after being
severely beaten.

¢ On Christmas Eve, 1998, some forty public security guards surrounded
the home of an elderly woman and forbade Catholics from entering the
house that served as a place of worship.

¢ On December 25, public security officials found a group of Catholics in
a vegetable shed about to celebrate Christmas. They were detained and
fined 500 to 1000 yuan for illegal assembly.

¢  The whereabouts of Bishop James Su Zhimin of Baoding and Auxiliary
Bishop An Shuxin, arrested in 1996, were still unknown as of
December 1999.
In 1999, arrests and detentions even seemed to gain momentum in

Hebei Province
UCAN, from information obtained by the Kung Foundation, reported

that:

¢ Father Yan Weiping, 33, administrator of Yixin Diocese, was found
dead, may 13, 1999, on a street in Beijing. His death occurred shortly
after he had been arrested by government security officials while
offering Mass.

¢ A seminarian, Wang Qing, was arrested, tortured and “hung for three
days by his hands with his toes barely touching the ground.”

¢ On May 23, four Catholics, Zhou Quanxin, Zhou Zhenmin, Zhou
Zhenpeng and Zhou Zhenquan, were arrested by government agents,
and sent to labor camp for “re-education.” They were charged with
assisting an underground priest to escape arrest while saying Mass in a
private home (UCAN, July 7, 1999).

¢ Bishop Julius Jia Zhiguo of Zhengding, Hebei Province, was warned in
July not to contact people outside of the Mainland (UCAN July 26,
1999). He was later arrested on August 15, the feast of the Assumption.
According to a press release in November, Bishop Jia was taken away
by government officials. His whereabouts are unknown. The bishop has
spent a combined jail term of some twenty years.

There has also been considerable harassment of underground
Catholics in other provinces.
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¢ Bishop Xie Shiguang of Mindong and some underground priests in
Fujian Province have been under house arrest since mid-July (UCAN,
July 26, 1999).

¢ Bishop Lin Xili, 81, underground, of Wenzhou was arrested on
September 7. Three priests were also arrested in September. The
whereabouts of these three men are unknown (SCMP, Sept. 15, 1999).

¢ Chinese sources report that thirteen churches built by the underground
without government permission in Fuzhou Diocese, Fujian Province,
have been leveled to the ground. One of these churches cost more than
2 million yuan (SE April 25, 1999, SCMP, September 10, 1999).

Falun Gong banned in China

Catholics and Protestants are not the only ones in China being
persecuted. The most celebrated case at the moment is the crackdown on the
Falun Gong, a mix of Buddhism, Daoism, meditation, and gigong. The
Falun Gong membership has been growing rapidly since 1992, and the
group recently pulled off the largest demonstration since June 4, 1989. On
Sunday, April 25, 1999, some 15,000 members staged a peaceful sit-in at
Zhongnanhai, the leadership headquarters near the Forbidden City. They
demanded freedom to carry out their exercises without interference or
prejudice.

The Chinese government’s reaction was swift and violent. It
outlawed all Falun Gong activities and publications, imprisoned many of its
leaders and arrested hundreds of its followers. These arrests even include
high level bureaucrats and intellectuals trying to defend the group’s cause.
The government sees the Falun Gong as a serious threat to social stability.
Although there has been considerable pressure both inside and outside of
China put on the Beijing government to relax its crackdown, arrests have
continued almost unabated (FIDES, May 7, 1999, UCAN, July 26, 1999,
Tigernet, January 4, 5, 2000).

Karmapa Lama flees Tibet

The dramatic escape in January, 2000 of the fourteen year old 17"
Karmapa Lama from Tibet to India is a blow to China. He was the most
senior Tibetan spiritual leader recognized both by the Dalai Lama and the
Beijing government.

China has given guarded responses to the “defection” preferring to
say that the Karmapa went away to fetch musical instruments and black
hats. It has been reported that China has launched an investigation trying to
trace the route and the method the Karmapa used to effect his flight.

So far the Karmapa has not asked India for asylum and there are
speculations that the young Lama may seek asylum in another country
(Tigernet, January §, 11, 12, 13, 14, 2000).
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Other China Church News

Xi’an Bishop’s pastoral letter calls for renewal

Xi’an, China (UCAN): To prepare for the Jubilee Year 2000, government-
recognized Bishop Anthony Li Du’an of Xi’an, China, issued a pastoral
letter on November 29, 1998, the First Sunday of Advent, titled “Year of
God the Holy Father 1999 - Remembering the Love of the Father, Reflect,
Repent and Renew Oneself to Welcome the Great Jubilee Year 2000.”

Update on Women religious

Nine diocesan women’s congregations in Hebei Province have set
up the first association of superiors of women religious in the Church in
China. The aim of the association is to strengthen Sisters’ vocations.

Improving the quality of nuns’ formation was among the top
priorities formulated during the Sixth National Congress of Catholic
Representatives held in January 1998 in Beijing (UCAN, May 31, 1999).

Leaders of women religious from about half of the nearly 50
congregations on Mainland China gathered in Beijing in June, 1999, for

their first experience to exchange ideas on convent management and
formation (UCAN, June 28, 1999).

Tea party for religious leaders

Religious leaders from different faiths—including Buddhists,
Taoists, Muslims, and Christians got together in Beijing for a tea party
sponsored by the Religious Affairs Bureau. At the party CPPCC chairman
Li Ruihuan praised the contribution of religious groups to national unity,
stability and development.

According to the Religious Affairs Bureau, there are more than 100
million followers of various faiths in China (CD, February 12, 1999).

Members of China’s five approved religions join protest

Followers of all five government-recognized religions in China
joined in demonstrations in Beijing, against NATO and the bombing of the
Chinese Embassy in Belgrade in May 1999. About seventy seminarians and
lecturers from the National Seminary and Beijing Seminary, and a number
of Sisters, priests, and laity of the Beijing Diocese joined in the government-
sanctioned march on May 10. They joined Buddhists, Daoists, Muslim and
Protestants in mourning the dead and expressing a wish for world peace.
The religious sector protesters did not throw stones at the US Embassy nor
did they use any violence. The demonstration lasted for about one hour.

In the dioceses of Guangzhou and Xiamen in southern China, as
well as in other areas of China, the leaders of the five religions held
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meetings for their respective religions at which they condemned NATO that
caused the casualties.

Mainland Sisters come to Hong Kong

The Institute of Religion and Society invited twenty-five Sisters
from eleven provinces to Hong Kong during the summer for studies and
mutual exchange. The trip was sponsored by the national “One Association
and One Conference of the Catholic Church in Chin (China Catholic News,
September 1999, Summer, 16, No. 3).

Bei Tang slated for monument rather than church

In Beijing the whole district around the Bei Tang (North Church or
Holy Savior Cathedral) is being transformed into a area of high-rise
buildings, offices, shopping malls, and luxurious apartments.

People who have lived near the cathedral for years, mostly

Catholics of several generations, have been forced to move to the northern
suburb, beyond Haidian (FIDES, 5/26/99).

Protestants report rise in membership

According to Ding Guangxun, vice-chairman of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference and the representative for
Protestants in China, the number of Protestants in China has now reached 15
million (CD, March 15, 1999).

China TV will cover Jubilee events

The official Vatican television station is working with television
stations all over the world, including China television, to arrange for
coverage of jubilee events next year.

The China Central TV has already agreed to help in the project. “It
was really extraordinary to discover how open the Chinese were towards the
project,” said Vatican television director, Monsignor Ugo Moretto.

Top Ten Events in China in 1999

According to the Beijing Review, (January 3, 2000, p.4), news
organizations in Beijing selected the following events as the top news
events for 1999. They are listed below in order of their rated significance.

1. The military review and parade of 500,000 people held in
Tiananmen Square to mark the 50™ anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China on October 1.

2 The Second Session of the Ninth National People’s Congress
(NPC) on March 15 that passed an amendment to the Constitutions
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of the People’s Republic of China incorporating Deng Xiaoping
theory into the Constitution.

The resumption of sovereignty over Macao on December 20.

The successful launching on November 20 of China’s first
experimental spacecraft. It returned to earth after a 21-hour flight in
space.

The signing of a bilateral agreement between the Chinese and the
US government on China’s entry into the World Trade
Organization (WTO), ending thirteen years of negotiations between
the two countries.

The bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade, Yugoslavia by
NATO forces on May 8. Three Chinese journalists died in the
bombing.

The Chinese Government banned the Research Society of Falun
Dafa and Falun Gong the organization under its control, on July 22.
On October 30 the Standing Committee of the NPC reiterated the
ban on the cult organizations and its activities and imposed severe
penalties

Taiwan leader Lee Teng-hui saying on July 9 that the Taiwan
authorities had defined cross-Straits relations as “state to state,” or
at least “special state to state relations.” Lee was condemned for
undermining the principle of “One China.”

The Fourth Plenum of the 15" Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China held from September 19-22 that
adopted the Decision on Major Issues Concerning the Reform and
Development of State-Owned Enterprises.

The China ’99 Kunming International Horticulture Exposition, that
opened on May 1, and which concluded on October 31, was the
first world gardening expo ever held in a developing country.



