EDITORIAL

From the very onset China, through its policy of reform
mitiated in 1978, signaled that it was serious about opening itself up
to the outside world. Anyone who traveled to China in the early
cighties or, for that matter, the early nineties, and returns there
today is astounded by the changes that the reform policy has
effected on all levels of Chinese society.

China took a big step towards joining the world recently
and entered unchartered waters when it became a member of the
WTO. This big step, preceded by dramatic changes, will demand
on-going changes for years to come.

China has been rewarded for its confidence in itself and its
willingness to work untiringly to catch up with the rest of the world.
It was this sudden resilience, following years of repression that won
Beiyjing the bid for the 2008 Olympics. This honor also indicated
that the rest of the world believed in China’s future.

Changes have touched every sector of Chinese society.
Industry and scientific methods have revitalized small towns; the
adoption of scientific farming methods has rejuvenated rural
farming areas; advancements in technology and a market oriented
restructuring have made commodities available. The telephone,
almost non-existent for private use a few years ago, is now the
common instrument in the hands of thousands walking down the
streets talking to their business partners, family or friends.
Changchun, a new high tech zone, is dreaming of becoming another
Silicon Valley. Communications networks with thousands of miles
of new roads and expressways are linking the country from one end
to the other and to the world outside. The Internet is bringing the
world for the first time into the homes of millions. New airports and
airlines are springing up just about everywhere. Frontier towns are
turning into metropolises overnight. Reforms are transforming the
medical, social and educational institutions.

The rapid growth in the economy has certainly breathed
vitality into Chinese culture, and the living standards of the vast
majority of the people have increased substantially. The change in
lifestyle is clearly visible in the clothing the people are now
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wearing. They have exchanged the drab grey and blue of Mao days,
for the latest in international fashions. Men are wearing Western
suits; brides are choosing the white Western gown and veil. The
general population, especially youth in the larger cities, are fond of
brand names in sportswear, casual wear and evening wear.

Do China’s Christians have anything to offer in this
maelstrom of change in China today?

Several authors in this issue of Tripod argue that Christians
indeed do have a special role to play in China’s modermization
program.

Certain changes, such as views on love, family and
marriage, urbanization and consumerism, are making deep inroads
into the fabric of Chinese culture. The effects are not all positive.
The divorce rate is reaching frightening statistics and the suicide
rate for women, especially rural women, is the highest in the world.
China’s leap into the modern world has not been without risks. It is
presently experiencing a high level of unemployment aggravated by
the migration of countless young people from the farms into the
cities. Peasants are dissatisfied with the unequal distribution of
wealth, and others moan its general materialistic orientation, and
the consequent loss of traditional values.

With the acceleration of change many on the losing end of
these changes are beginning to lose hope. Christianity is a religion
of hope. While convinced of sin and the need for guilt, it maintains
an optimistic view of human nature and believes in its basic
goodness. On the social level, Christians have always been
concerned with the social welfare of people. They have been in the
vanguard in developing projects for the general welfare. Christians
prize China’s traditions and family values and can help deal with
the problems of family, marriage and youth. Young people are
seeking for meaning in life. Some are seeking it through sex and
drugs. The Christian witness of faith in God and in humanity can go
a long way to answering some of the questions young people are
asking on the ultimate source of life and human destiny. Even Mr.
Pan Yue, vice-minister at the Economic Restructuring Office,
maintains that religion can contribute to social stability. He asserts
that religion has tangible benefits for society by improving morale
and even minimizing China’s crime rate (Straits Times 3/2/2002).



