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the Philippine's strong commitment to mission. The book contains
the Congress' official documents, Eucharistic homilies—one of
these by the Papal legate to the Congress, John Baptist, Cardinal
Wu of Hong Kong and presentations by members of various mis-
sionary societies. These were well represented with contributions
by Jesuits, Maryknollers, the Society of the Divine Word, the Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculate, and the Redemptorists. These addresses
and presentations all possess the same unique characteristic. Since
people respond to stories and easily remember them, all the pre-
senters use storytelling as the basic form. Although the presenta-
tions deal with difficult subject matter such as mission, incultura-
tion, theology and interreligious dialogue, the storytelling format
gives the subject a certain simplicity, making it easier for people to
understand the deeper missiological and theological meanings and
implications.

The goal "to challenge the faith of our people as we begin
the Third Millennium" seems to have been well realized in this Na-
tional Mission Congress 2000.

Betty Ann Maheu. M.M.

Asia-Church in Mission by James H. Kroeger, M.M. [Claretian
Publications, Quezon City, Philippmes, 1999 139 pp.]

Asia-Church in Mission by the noted missiologist, James H.
Kroeger, M.M., is an exploration of Ad Gentes mission initiatives
by the local churches in Asia following the Second Vatican Coun-
cil. The book has a threefold division. The first entitled "Mission
Consciousness in Contemporary Asia" concentrates on mission ini-
tiatives as mirrored through the colloquiums of Asian mission so-
cieties and Ad Gentes missionary institutes. Part 2, "Mission and the
Asian Synod," focuses on Asia as a continent coming into its own
in terms of missionary activity. It addresses the challenges of mis-
sion in Asia and the work entailed in eliciting an Asian missionary
response. Part 3, “Asian Realities and Perspectives” offers demo-
graphical data in terms of statistics of Asia and of the Catholic
Church in Asia. This section also praises the FABC for its 25 years
of pastoral leadership and depth of reflection that have enable it to
“articulate an overall vision that captures what ‘being in Asia to-
day’” really means for the mission of the Universal Church.
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In spite of the optimism reflected throughout the book, and
the dedicated and enlightened leadership of the FABC, the author
does not see the missionary task ahead as easy. However, despite
the difficulty, the author is confident that “the local churches will
respond with enthusiasm and insight.”

Betty Ann Maheu, M.M.



