EDITORIAL

bishop of the Chinese Catholic Church went to his

heavenly reward. How appropriate that Jesus would call
Bishop Anthony Li Du’an of Xi’an to heaven on the day the Church
commemorates Jesus’ own ascension to heaven. For surely Bishop
L1 is now reunited with Jesus as a reward for all he did for that part
of the Body of Christ which is located in China.

Bishop Li’s great contribution to the Catholic Church of China
was his struggle to keep that Church in union with the Holy Father,
the Vicar of Christ on earth, and the successor of the first Pope, St.
Peter. He did this by word and example. By word, with his frequent
exhortations to his neighboring bishops in northwest China, and by
example, when he himself, after learning that the five bishops to be
ordained on Epiphany 2000 did not have the papal mandate, refused
to attend the ordination ceremony. Because of his courageous stance
in upholding the primacy of the Holy Father, Bishop Li, though a
member of the open, official Church, also earned the respect and
maintained good relations with the underground Church.

Now this “Great Reconciler” is no longer with the Chinese
Church. Is there anyone of his stature to whom the young bishops,
now coming along, can look to uphold the necessity of maintaining
unity with the Holy Father in Rome? Too bad the younger bishops,
who attended the episcopal ordinations in Kunming and Anhui on
April 30 and May 3 respectively, did not follow Bishop Li’s
example, and refuse to attend the ordinations of candidates who
lacked the papal mandate.

This brings us to the main topic for this issue, namely, the
recent episcopal ordinations. As our commentators, Father Jeroom
Heyndrickx and Anthony Lam point out, between Epiphany 2000,
mentioned above, and April 30, 2006, a period of 6 years and 4
months, except for one instance in Hangzhou in June 2000, there
were no episcopal ordinations which did not have the papal
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mandate. Most likely everyone was lulled into thinking that, in spite
of a lack of diplomatic relations, things were working out between
China and the Vatican in a natural way.

Again, as our commentators bring out, the blame for the
ordinations without papal authority (Kunming and Anhui) should be
placed squarely on the shoulders of the Catholic Patriotic Association
(CPA) and the Religious Affairs Bureau (RAB). Everyone knows that
the Chinese Catholic faithful want their bishops to be appointed by
the Pope. How could the CPA and the RAB force these ordinations to
take place now, knowing that the Catholics generally shun the five
bishops ordained without papal approval in 20007

It seems to me that the Chinese government’s biggest
headache regarding the Catholic Church within its borders is the
existence of the CPA. This is because the CPA advocates the
“independence” of the Chinese Church, and in the Catholics’ eyes,
this means independence from the Pope, which they do not want.

Just think. There would be no problem with the ordination of
bishops, if there were no CPA. There would be no underground
Church, if there were no CPA. There would be friendly relations
with the Vatican and the rest of the Universal Church, if there were
no CPA. It would not be necessary to keep arresting Bishop Julius
Jia of Hebei and other underground bishops, and subjecting them to
periodic “education” sessions, if there were no CPA. So, why does
the Chinese government still keep this albatross around its neck?
Just get rid of it, and of the RAB too, while they are at it. A modern
nation does not need these two religion-controlling organizations.

In this issue, except for Father Malek’s, all the articles are
short. The first six have to do with the recent ordinations. Three
articles on Sino-Vatican relations, written before the crisis created
by the ordinations, follow. Then, two of our staff, Gianni Criveller
and Michael Sloboda, give us an article on Cardinal Zen and a book
review respectively.

Finally, let us pray to our new advocate in heaven, Bishop Li
Du’an, to intercede with the Lord to solve the problem of the
appointment of Catholic bishops in his beloved China. (PJB)



