Declaration of the Holy See’s Press Office
on Episcopal Ordinations in Mainland
China

Holy See’s Press Office

of the Holy See regarding the episcopal ordinations of
Fathers Joseph Ma Yinglin and Joseph Liu Xinhong, that
took place on Sunday, April 30 and Wednesday, May 3 respectively.

I \rom various sides, we have been asked to know the position

After gathering information about what happened, we can now
clarify the following:

1. The Holy Father learned the news with profound
disappointment, because an act so important for the life of the
Church, such as an episcopal ordination, was performed in both
cases without respect for the necessary communion with the
Pope. It is a grave wound to the unity of the Church. In such
cases, as is known, there are already established severe
canonical sanctions (Canon 1382).

2. According to the information we have received, bishops and
priests underwent, from bodies external to the Church, strong
pressure and threats to participate in the episcopal ordinations,
which were illegitimate because they did not have the pontifical
mandate, and which were contrary to their consciences. Several
bishops refused to submit to such pressures, while others could
not but submit while undergoing painful internal suffering.
Episodes like this produce wounds, not only in the Catholic
community, but also within one’s conscience. ‘
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3. Although the two episcopal ordinations were carried out under
the pretext of providing pastors for vacant dioceses, they still
remain a grave violation of religious freedom.

4. The Holy See follows with attention the difficult path of the
Catholic Church in China, and although aware of elements
specific to it, the Holy See had thought and hoped that such
deplorable incidents belonged to the past.

The Holy See considers that it is its precise duty to give voice
to the suffering of the Catholic Church, particularly to the
Catholic Church in China, and especially to its bishops and
priests. They are forced against their consciences to participate
in episcopal ordinations, which neither the candidates, nor the
consecrating bishops, desire to perform, without receiving the
pontifical mandate.

If it is true that more episcopal ordinations are likely to take
place in the same fashion, the Holy See reiterates the necessity
of respecting the freedom of the Church and the autonomy of
its institutions from being subject to any external interference.
The Holy See greatly hopes that such unacceptable acts of
violent and reprehensible coercion will not be repeated.

5. The Holy See has on various occasions restated its availability
for an honest and constructive dialogue with the relevant
Chinese authorities to find a solution, which will satisfy the
legitimate expectations of both sides.

Initiatives such as the ones mentioned above, not only do not
favor such a dialogue, but create new obstacles against it.
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