Don’t Blame the Central Government:
A Response to Jeroom Heyndrickx’s Article

Anthony Lam

Father Jeroom Heyndrickx about the episcopal ordinations.

He claims that “it is obvious to all of us that Anthony Liu, or
even the whole Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA),
does not have the clout to cause all by themselves such a conflict
in China. Higher authorities are behind this.” He may be right,
but it all depends on what he means by “higher.” My opinion is
that the matter under discussion goes no higher than the
Religious Affairs Bureau (RAB). Whether or not such actions
had the approval of the central government is immaterial. The
fundamental blame lies with the CPA and the RAB (called the
State Administration of Religious Affairs, SARA, at the national
level).

Father Heyndrickx said that pressuring legitimate bishops
to attend the illegal ordinations was an insult to the Holy Father.
Media announcements about them in China seemed aimed at
“humiliating” the Holy See, he thought. The CPA might think
that this is indeed the case, but people outside China may not
feel that way at all.

Actually Father Heyndrickx knows that “other bishops were
told that the application for the two young priests to be ordained
bishops had long been sent to Rome for papal approval, and that
the Pope ‘had silently approved the ordinations.”” If the action
were meant to insult the Holy Father, it would not have been
necessary for them to make a false statement to mislead the
consecrators.

Iwould like to offer some reflections on the commentary of
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Father Heyndrickx intimates that the ordinations were in
retaliation for the Vatican having made Bishop Zen a Cardinal.
Some people hoped that his appointment would motivate him to
become more low-key. However, Cardinal Zen has continued to
make frank and astute remarks about areas where social justice is
lacking. If the ordinations were meant to attack or punish
Cardinal Zen, he has lost nothing. Instead he has gained
worldwide support and respect, even in Mainland China.

For the time being, it is difficult to judge the extent of the
central government’s involvement in these illegal consecrations.
It is worth noting, however, that the central government projects
a very typical Chinese mentality, endorsing all the actions
whatsoever of the CPA and the RAB. After all, they are its
children. No matter how troublesome they may be, the central
government will give them its full support, at least in front of the
outside world. ,

We should not blame the central government over the
recent episcopal ordinations. Rather it is the leaders of the CPA
and the RAB who deserve blame.



