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Abstract: “Go into the whole world and preach the gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15). From that moment, Christians,
with this clear and strong sense of mission, began their process of
evangelization to the whole world. In this process, the problem
that Christians always face is the mutual contact, conflict and
integration between God’s revelation and the various cultures
in the world. The mission of Christians developed within this
space of interaction, and it remains the same till now. This is
what we meant by “inculturation of faith” in a simple sense. In
fact, the Gospel preached by Christians has never been as simple
as something directly from heaven without carrying the cultural
factors. Human language and culture are always the “vehicle”.
Thus the problem of “interculturality” emerged in the process of

evangelization, including the tension between the local culture
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and the Gospel, as well as the “missionary culture” and the local
culture. In this sense, “evangelization” is the “inculturation of
faith”’; and “intercultural evangelization” is one dimension of the
“inculturation of faith”. From another perspective, this process
is not only a human activity, but is also God’s action. It is the
salvific action carried out by God through human persons and

their communities.

Therefore, in order to better understand the concepts of
“inculturation of faith” and “intercultural evangelization”, and
to implement them in a more appropriate way in daily lives
and theological thinking of today’s Chinese Christians, we can
examine “inculturation of revelation-faith” with the following
approaches: 1) God’s self-revelation and various cultures: God’s
self-revelation in various nations and cultures of the world, and
the responses of these nations according to their own cultural
spirit; 2) God’s revelation and the Jewish-Greco-Roman culture:
God chose Israel with a special calling and gave them a special
mission until the coming of Christ and the formation of the new
Israel’s people: “Go therefore, teach ye all nations; ... even
to the consummation of the world” (Mt. 28:19-20); 3) From
Christian culture to cultures of the world: This new People of
Israel, with the mission given by Christ, goes into the world’s
cultures and applies intercultural evangelization in the revelation
of Christ with “incultured faith”. In these three different paths of
“inculturation of revelation-faith”, the latter two are subsequent
events; and the first one is always accompanied by the latter two

and continues in history.
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