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Abstract: The Catholic architectural art from the West has
undergone changes in China, integrating various kinds of wisdom
and craftsmanship. This process itself manifests the beauty of
God and the authentic meaning of faith. Christian faith truly
continues and extends during the process of transformation when
integrating itself with Chinese culture. This article, first, sorts
out the evolution of the five historical stages of the localization
of Catholic architecture in mainland China. Then, based on the
results of the author’s previous survey, at the horizontal level,
the present church buildings in the mainland are classified into
two categories: first, the manifestation of building units and
building layout; and second, the expression of the essential
elements of Chinese architectural style. Examples are provided
for analysis and comparison. After this, the differences in the
architectural style of churches in different periods of history
and the views of the Holy See are discussed. Finally, from a
contemporary perspective, the problems that need to be solved
in the localization of church architecture in the mainland area are
examined and a feasibility analysis is put forward. This can be
taken as reference materials for rethinking the development of
the localization of church architecture in mainland China. The
author affirms that under the premises of the localisation of the
church and maintaining the due respect for the church and its
liturgy, all ethnic groups and places can express faith in their
own way within the church. The church in China, which has
borrowed and inherited the experience of its predecessors, can
open up a unique path for Chinese Catholic architectural art.
This is the direction of the efforts of various dioceses in the

mainland today.
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