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Abstract: On December 8, 2020, Pope Francis promulgated the
Apostolic Letter Patris Corde (with a Father’s Heart), for the
commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the declaration of
St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church by Blessed Pius
IX. In this Year of St. Joseph, everyone is invited to imitate the
salvation role of the fatherhood by St. Joseph, and through his
intercession to pray in family groups “to strive for the holiness
and the perfection of their particular state of life” (Lumen
Gentium, 42). The patriarch St. Joseph, who had the same
name as Jesus' adoptive father, was chosen as the favourite son
to become the messenger of God's salvation, the saviour of the
Israelites in despair, and the protector of their emigration. He is
often considered a pre-image of Jesus, but there is also a pre-figure
of St. Joseph. The author analyzes and sorts out the biographies
of the Israeli ancestor Joseph scattered throughout the narrative
of the book of Genesis, which will help us rediscover the ups
and downs of life, the joys and sorrows in the family, and an
Israeli ancestor with flesh and blood, dreams and tears. The text
also intersperses seven features of the fatherhood of St Joseph
as described in Pope Francis' letter. And even more helpful, in
the context of modern society, as we rebuild the sacredness of
marriage and the family, we find personal identity, a sense of
belonging and approval through our saluting and reflecting in
this Year of St. Joseph.
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