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Abstract: Since the economic reform and opening up of China
in 1979, the Catholic Church in China has experienced 40
years of development. Alongside this process, the problem of
a shortage of vocations has emerged. This article examines the
Catholic sisters in the diocese of Shanxi which is of traditional
significance. The current situation of the Congregations of women
religious is reflected on through the investigation of their age,
education, and rural-urban background. The lack of vocations
has become a reality. One of the most important reasons is the
lack of religious vocations in the urban area. The investigation of
the Congregations of women religious in the Diocese of Shanxi
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reflects the general situation of the diocesan women religious in
the whole country, showing signs of decline and unsustainability.
In thirty years’ time, half of the congregations of the diocesan
women religious in China will disappear. The author raises the
question: Where is the way forward for the diocesan religious
sisters?
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