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Abstract: Ecological and environmental problems attracted the
attention of scholars from different disciplines, who investigated
the ecological issues from the perspectives of natural sciences,
social sciences, ethics, and religions with suggestions for
remedies. However, the ecological crisis will be the turning
point after the degradation of the earth for many years. Had we
human beings not turned our track to save the planet, we would
leave our children a disastrous world. Pope Francis published
the encyclical Laudato Si’ in 2015. He diagnoses the human
roots of the ecological crisis with a proposal of a vision of
“Integral Ecology” capable of taking every aspect of the global

ecological crisis into account.

An integral ecology is founded on integral Christian
anthropology due to the distorted anthropology in modernity.
“There is no ecology without an adequate anthropology.”
(LS118) In this paper, through illustrating the historical
development of integral ecology, I show the differences
between Pope Francis’s and the other integral theories. In turn,
I will investigate the concept of Christian anthropology in the
historical development of the Catholic Social Teaching, in
which the Pope’s paradigm shift would be clearly shown.

Keywords: Integral Ecology, Christian anthropology,
Anthropocentrism, Ecological conversion
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