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Abstract: China’s environmental policy has gone through half a
century since its official start in 1972. Environmental protection
has experienced a transition from being subordinate to economic
development to being integrated into economic development,
and then forced economic green transformation. Accordingly,
the evolution of environmental policy can be divided into
three stages: enlightenment of environmental awareness and
establishment of basic state policy of environmental protection
(1972-1992); implementation of sustainable development
strategy and formation of comprehensive environmental policy
system (1992-2012); ecological civilization construction and
the establishment of grand environmental protection pattern
of a beautiful China (2012-present). Long-term policy support
and strength input have made environmental protection in
China actively promoted by the whole society, and the quality
of ecological environment continues to improve. However,
we should also be clearly aware that China still faces a
severe situation and great pressure in ecological restoration
and pollution control, industrial structure adjustment and
development mode transformation, and improvement of
people’s ecological awareness and transformation of lifestyle.

Furthermore, the implementation of environmental policies will
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also have a dual impact on different groups: on the one hand, it
will curb pollution and improve people’s living environment,
but on the other hand, it will also bring negative impact to some
groups, especially peasants who live in a relatively difficult life
due to improper use of means and imperfect supporting system.
In the final analysis, the solution to the difficulties emerged in
the implementation and improvement of China’s environmental
policy and the social injustice caused by it lies in the change
and promotion of the ethical values behind it. Catholic integral
ecology and modern Chinese ecological culture coincide in
the following aspects, i.e., the orientation of the complexity of
ecological crisis, the ethical purpose of emphasizing the subject
status of human beings, and the vision of caring for our common
home. These aspects make it possible for Catholic integral
ecology to be a reference for the construction and improvement
of contemporary Chinese ecological ethics and the practice of

environmental protection practice in China.

Keywords: environmental policy in China; economic

development; Integral Ecology
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