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Abstract: The Chinese Communist Party adheres to a party-state
system wherein the Communist Party rules the state. Since 1949,
areligious control system has been gradually established with the
United Front Work Department at the center, with the cooperation
of religious affairs departments and patriotic religious groups.
After the Cultural Revolution, the religious control system
was slightly improved and modified, but the party’s unitary
leadership pattern has not fundamentally changed. Instead, it has
been strengthened in recent years. The existence of the Church
in China, whether it is an officially registered community or an
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unofficial community that is not recognized by the government,
is on the macro level controlled by the party’s political line and
tasks. It is at the same time constrained within the local religious
and social control system. Those who are concerned about the
development of the Church in China must be aware of this unique

Chinese religious control system.
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