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Abstract: The Second Vatican Council has created a significant
impact and changes on the universal Church, including the
Church in China. How to make conscious adjustments in various
aspects of Church life, so that the Church is able to live in the
contemporary world but would not abandon its tradition, is the
original intention of the Second Vatican Council. Although the
Church in China, given social constraints, is not fully in sync with
the universal Church in terms of understanding and implementing
the spirit of Vatican 1I, the major problems they face are not
fundamentally different. Today, nearly sixty years after the
convening of Vatican II, the Church in China should re-examine
these issues together with the universal Church. Two points are
particularly important: First, the relationship between the Church
and the world. Insofar as the Church is a sacrament, the world, be
it religious or secular, is not outside the “place” of the Church. In
this regard, how does the Church in China understand, according
to Vatican I, her centralization and decentralization in salvation?
(This is one of Pope Francis’s main ideas.) How does the Church
in China grasp the principle of the sacrament of love, and its
related praxis? These are the major issues of Vatican Il and are
relevant to the discussion of localization or sinicization of the
Church today. Second, the relationship within the Church. It is not
easy to maintain a balance or practice the golden mean between
the two ecclesiastical models of “the Church as a mystery” and
“the Church as the people of God.” On the one hand, the Church
will definitely encourage the laity to play a greater role in the
future; on the other hand, the Church hierarchy is one of the

characteristics of the Catholic Church tradition. On the one hand,
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the Church stresses the sacramental offering of the Church; on
the other hand, the Church puts emphasis on the service of love.
In this way, we need to explore how to maintain the positive
tension rather than the harmful contradictions between the two,
according to the teachings of Vatican II.
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