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Abstract: Since 8 December 2022, Catholic churches in
China began to resume its religious activity after three years
of closure. Yet, rather than beginning various pastoral projects
immediately, the most urgent task for the Church to do in trying
to regain its vitality is to have a deep reflection upon the pastoral
experience during the pandemic. Based on the interviews with
24 priests, religious sisters and lay people, as well as a survey
on 69 young students, this article provides with readers, first
a synthesis of what and how did some parishes and lay people
react to the pandemic. Through a critical analysis of some major
characteristics of pastoral care of these churches, the article
points out both the new experiences and the shortcomings
that these churches can learn from this time of pandemic.
The closure of churches triggered the flourishing of online
faith formation programs and pastoral activities, and created
a much greater platform for laity, women in particular, to not
only participate but lead in those online ministerial works. As
churches were closed, Catholic families in turn have become a
center of worship and faith formation. A comparison between
young people and adult believers’ reaction toward the pandemic
indicates some weaknesses in adult faith formation in the
contemporary Chinese Church. However, the Chinese Church
in the post-pandemic era is still hopeful. The article envisions a
renewed Chinese Church with four characteristics: healing and
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empowering, synodality, open and dialogue, and committed to
the mission of building a better Chinese society.

Keywords: online faith formation, family formation, role of
laity, Catholic women, Christian youth, adult faith formation,
synodality, healing and empowering, dialogue, Chinese culture,

social mission, post-pandemic
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