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A Study on the Inculturation of Sacred
Music in China

A=
FEZa

Angel LI

(&) 2 EAHACERE T > THEAEH KT R —F o
BABRAAMPEHZSERTRENLLNE N T > GAENE
EHRERLNGS L AREER ST XESOBFR
ZE > RMBRATLER T  BHEOHEIEBEH
AHACHGEGARRFTE > EE T LH LT FIF
G ARRACT L T R o o BRBFAGHTE (84
SAL B RE BB TR B TH AR AN - —RAAA
PR ERELEH - R—A—RZHBR—EZFHRL
o Wl BRI R AR SANEL o RiE
RIEB AT EEEOHFRFIL > I B — g X a7
L X

BlgkTF « T4 ABEANAL AR S BEEE Y

& (FERRET AR HEML » FERISIREEARS (Universidad
Pontificia de Salamanca ) {SIEFEET (20116 ) » BEMEELT
(201845 ) - APfEFRIIF ZEREEMEFIBEBIER - EER (D.
Dionisio Borobio ) °

129



130

Tripod

E&'{: 203H8 (2023)
Ji

Abstract: Sacred music occupies an irreplaceable position in
the process of liturgical inculturation. In this article, in order
to address the existing confusing phenomena regarding sacred
music in the liturgy, the meaning of sacred music is first of all
explained and clarified, and the specific characteristics of the
Chinese language are then detailedly analyzed. It is discovered
that in the Chinese language environment, the creation of
new sacred music is much preferred to the inculturation of
traditional Gregorian chants, and is in fact a better option of
the inculturation of sacred music. On the other hand, based on
the dynamic interaction of the traditional Chinese “rites and
music” culture, a new pathway to the teaching and learning
of sacred music has been found: a holistic approach from the
anthropological viewpoint. Sacramental interactions can occur
among Heaven — Human Being — Music, thus transforming
the teaching and learning from solely focusing on the relevant
skills to the holistic development of persons. Finally, some
plausible practical suggestions are laid out in view of the special

situations in the contemporary Church in China.

Keywords: sacred music, liturgical inculturation, Gregorian,

teaching and learning of sacred music, rites and music
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