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Abstract: Rev. Gianni Giampietro (1934-2023), a missionary
of the Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions, had served in
Hong Kong for 65 years. In the 1970s, Giampietro together
with Rev. Louis Ha Ke-Loon and Rev. Ferdinand Lok Hung-
Cheong formed an editorial committee named “Si”, which can
be translated as “Revelation”. Since then, the committee, in
collaboration with others, in particular lay people, has published
more than thirty-five books and produced more than thirty music
albums. Giampietro also moblized religious and laity from
local and overseas arenas to form various ministries, including
“Family Movement”, “The Friends of Jesus’ Passover”, and
“FOJP Online School of Evangelization”.

This article aims to analyze the contributions of Giampietro
in promoting liturgical inculturation and evangelizing in the
wake of the Second Vatican Council. First of all, it is important
to understand the meaning of “liturgy” in the eyes of Giampietro
— whenever the faithful gather together to pray as a church,
it is “liturgy”. With this broad sense of “liturgy” in mind, the
contributions and development of certain selected works of

Giampietro and his team over time are reviewed and studied.

In the 1970s, Giampietro and his team focused on
explaining the liturgy in the vernacular language to the Chinese
Catholic community in Hong Kong. Giampietro purposedly
included elements and practices of the Chinese culture into
the content of the books and the cassette tapes produced. For
example, he pointed out the importance of family gatherings
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at festivals in the Chinese culture in order to emphasize the
Eucharist as the source and summit of the Christian life. In the
1980s, books such as Jesus the Christ and The Salvation History
were published to explain the relation between the mysteries
in the life of Christ and the arrangements of the liturgical
calendar. In the 1990s and at the turn of the millennium, his
team continued to produce music albums in the forms of CDs
and DVDs by employing contemporary music and popular
artists, hoping to promote a deeper understanding of the liturgy.
They also expanded their ministry to include evangelization
concerts and online resources for faith formation. Online
courses for catechists and catechumens were organized to make

evangelization without boundary one step further.

Although different methods and ways were used in
different periods, the overarching aim of Giampietro and his
team is to enable “full, conscious, and active participation” in
the liturgy for all the faithful. This article further analyzes their
contributions with reference to the teachings of the Second
Vatican Council, namely (i) dialogue with the world; (ii)
aggiornamento; (iil) encouragement of laity participation; and

(iv) promotion of liturgical inculturation.

Keywords: Rev. Gianni Giampietro, PIME, Second Vatican

Council, liturgical inculturation, evangelization
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