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The Value Presented by the Controversy over
Civilly Remarried Catholics Receiving Holy
Communion
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Abstract: In October 2021, Pope Francis convened the 16th
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, with
the theme: “Synodality”. The faithful have expectations for
“Synodality” and hope that the church can listen more to their
voices especially on some controversial issues. The controversy
over civilly remarried Catholics receiving Holy Communion has
always been hotly discussed. This article aims to help the faithful
understand that the Church has adhered to the two core values of
marriage: indissolubility and sexual exclusivity during the dispute
process, and inspire them to develop a deeper sense of faith in
the value of marriage in the gospel. This article will be divided
into three parts. The first part briefly describes the historical
overview of this issue; the second part discusses Cardinal Walter
Kasper’s proposal; and the third part discusses the teachings of
the Church behind the controversy. Above all, the discussions will
hopefully help the faithful establish a sense of belief in the value

of marriage.

Keywords: divorce and remarriage, indissolubility, sexual
exclusivity, the Gospel value of marriage
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