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Abstract: This paper focuses on the 2025 Catholic Jubilee pil-
grimage, examining it through historical context, theological sig-
nificance, and contemporary practice within the Church in China.
The Jubilee pilgrimage, a long-standing devotional tradition dat-
ing back to the Middle Ages, has functioned as a conduit for the
faithful to experience forgiveness and reconciliation. The Second
Vatican Council’s emphasis on the Church as a pilgrim people
has further enriched and deepened the theological meaning of
pilgrimage in the life of believers. An analysis of reflections from
clergy and laypeople across various regions of China reveals both
the spiritual enthusiasm and active participation of the faithful.
However, it is also evident that there are pastoral challenges,
including a limited understanding of the Jubilee theme and the
tendency towards “check-in style” practices. Within the paradigm
of the New Evangelization, Jubilee pilgrimages ought to prioritise
the discernment of contemporary signs and the provision of Syno-
dality. This approach is designed to assist the faithful in fortifying
their faith, nurturing hope, and engaging in charitable practices
within the context of modern society. The Jubilee pilgrimage is
a manifestation of the age-old spirit of forgiveness, and it also
serves as a vital expression of faith and devotion within the con-

text of concrete historical and cultural circumstances.

Keywords: Jubilee 2025, pilgrimage, The New Evangelization,
Synodality, Church in China
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