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Abstract: Through an analysis of the papal documents and
apostolic journeys of Pope Francis, this article explores the
theological foundations of his position on interreligious dialogue,
as well as the continuity of his stance with the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council, Pope John Paul II, and Pope Benedict
XVL. In particular, this essay highlights that Pope Francis situates
interreligious encounters within the broader context of social
dialogue, the promotion of world peace, and fraternity. In this
way, the role of Pope Francis as a bridge builder is underscored.
He also upholds the teachings of Vatican II and previous popes in
respecting the elements of holiness and truth in other religions.
Moreover, Pope Francis encourages Catholics to engage in
dialogue with the adherents of other faiths, pointing out that both
parties can benefit from interfaith conversations. This article
concludes with a brief survey of examples of interreligious
dialogue engaged by the Catholic Church in Mainland China and
in Hong Kong.

Keywords: Apostolic journeys, interreligious dialogue, Pope
Francis, Second Vatican Council
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